
December 7, 2022 

Matthew J. Quiocho 
President 
Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council 
(via E-mail: mq.cspnc@gmail.com) 

Dear Mr. Quiocho: 

SUBJECT:  COMMUNITY IMPACT STATEMENT REGARDING EXECUTIVE ORDER N-14-22 
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDING REQUIREMENTS FOR OCEAN-GOING 
VESSELS IN CALIFORNIA PORTS TO UTILIZE SHORE POWER 

What follows is a report quantifying the increased emissions at the Port of Los Angeles (Port) due 
to Executive Orders (EOs) N-14-22 and N-15-22 in response to the Central San Pedro
Neighborhood Council’s Community Impact Statement passed on September 20, 2022. 

On August 31, 2022, Governor Gavin Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency (SOE) as a 
response to the National Weather Service issuing Excessive Heat Warnings and Excessive Heat 
Watches for areas within California.  The SOE and subsequent EOs N-14-22 and N-15-22, which 
were declared on September 2 and September 6, 2022, respectively, aimed to temporarily 
increase energy supplies and reduce demand during the extreme heat event to be experienced 
in California and the western United States.  Under EO N-14-22, ocean-going vessels that were 
berthed at California ports between Saturday, September 3, 2022, 12:01 am, and Wednesday, 
September 7, 2022, 11:59 pm, inclusive, were not required to use shore power until after 11:59 
pm on Saturday, September 10, 2022.  Later, the order was extended through EO N-15-22, which 
stated that ocean-going vessels that were berthed at California ports between Saturday, 
September 3, 2022, 12:01 am, and Friday, September 9, 2022, 11:59 pm, inclusive, were not 
required to use shore power until after 11:59 pm on Monday, September 12, 2022. 

The City of Los Angeles Harbor Department (Harbor Department or Department) was proactive 
from the proclamation of the SOE through the period outlined in the EOs.  Department staff 
remained in contact with our electricity provider, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
(LADWP), and terminal operators to ensure all parties were informed regarding power capacity 
and shore power connection.  During this period, Harbor Department officials communicated with 
LADWP and were informed that there was sufficient power to accommodate the energy demand 
in the City of Los Angeles and that unplugging ships at the Port would not alleviate energy 
shortages in other parts of the state.  Harbor Department officials relayed this information to our 
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customers both verbally and through written correspondence.  Specifically, the Harbor 
Department strongly encouraged them to comply with the at-berth regulation by connecting to 
shore power on all visits However, the shipping lines and vessel operators made their own 
decisions regarding non-compliance with at-berth regulations, as temporarily permitted under the 
Governor’s EOs. 
 
There were a total of 26 container ships berthed at Port during the EO effective dates.  
 

• 19 plugged into shore power or used a California Air Resources Board (CARB) certified 
emission control system 
 

• 7 did not connect to shore power 
o 3 arrived prior to the EO taking effect and had already decided not to use shore 

power  
 1 was not shore power capable 

o 4 arrived after the EO took effect and did not connect to shore power or use the 
capture and control system during the EO duration 

 1 was not shore power capable 
 1 had ship-side technical issues that prevented it from plugging in 
 2 chose not to plug into shore power due to the EOs 

  
Additionally, there were three cruise vessels berthed at the Port during the EO effective dates. 
 

• 1 was plugged in during their entire stay 
• 1 chose to plug in to shore power for the latter portion of their stay 
• 1 chose not to plug in throughout the entire duration of their stay 

  
In summary, there were four shore power-capable vessels – two container vessels and two cruise 
vessels – that did not use shore power or were only plugged in for part of the time as a result of 
the EOs. The disuse of shore power by the four vessels resulted in an increase of 13.6 tons of 
nitrogen oxides (NOx), 0.23 tons of diesel particulate matter (DPM), 0.51 tons of sulfur oxides 
(SOx), and 769 metric tons of carbon dioxide (CO2). 
 
Currently, the California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) At-Berth Regulation, which has been 
effective since January 2009 and aims to reduce emissions from diesel auxiliary engines on 
container, cruise, and refrigerated cargo (reefer) vessels while berthed at a California port, 
requires that onboard diesel engines be shut down at berth for at least 80% of a fleet’s visits to a 
port. Ships not plugged in during the SOE will not be subject to enforcement under the CARB At-
Berth Regulation during this period.   
 
Note that in August 2020, CARB adopted a new regulation, which will supersede the existing 
regulation in 2023, that requires all container, cruise, and reefer vessels to use grid-based power 
or another CARB-approved emission control technology while at berth. The updated regulation 
adds roll-on/roll-off vehicle carriers and tanker vessels to the existing vessel categories regulated 
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under the current regulation. Moreover, mitigation measures outlined in Environmental Impact 
Reports for various Harbor Department terminals require from 80% to 100% of vessel calls to plug 
into shore power. 

Thank you for bringing your concerns to the Department’s attention.  We remain committed to 
implementing the Clean Air Action Plan and reducing emissions from port-related operations in 
the days and years ahead. 

Sincerely, 

EUGENE D. SEROKA 
Executive Director 

MD:CC:TD:LW:TP:CB:mrx 

cc:  Board of Harbor Commissioners 
Mike DiBernardo, Deputy Executive Director 
Christopher Cannon, Director of Environmental Management 
Augie Bezmalinovich, Community Relations 


