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By Donna Littlejohn
dlittlejohn@scng.com

The call for one last Divine 
burger and beer lured a crowd to 
Utro’s Cafe, with  longtime cus-
tomers lining up to bid farewell to 
one of San Pedro’s beloved water-
front hangouts this week.

Friday was Utro’s last day.
Utro’s is one of several home-

town haunts fading into history 
as the port town undergoes the re-
making of its historic downtown 

UTRO’S CAFE

Another 
San Pedro 
landmark 
ends its run 

UTRO’S » PAGE 4
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By Brian Rokos
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Carlos Padilla always knew 
what career nephew Isaiah 
Cordero would gravitate to-
ward, even if Cordero himself 
didn’t know.

When Cordero graduated 
from high school in San Ber-
nardino at age 17, his uncle 

said, he was without direction.
But Padilla saw the moral 

character of his nephew, the 
boy who wouldn’t curse, let 
alone cause trouble.

“Since he was a kid, I knew 
what his destiny was going to 
be, so I pushed him into law 
enforcement. He instilled the 
law into himself at a young 

RIVERSIDE COUNTY

Slain deputy ‘an inspiration’
Isaiah Cordero: Jurupa Valley mourns 
motorcycle officer killed during traffic stop

By Tony Saavedra 
and Jason Henry
Staff writers

The gunman who killed 
Riverside County sheriff ’s 
Deputy Isaiah Cordero this 
week had an extensive his-
tory of violent crime and re-
peated attempts to evade 
law enforcement, which one 

time resulted 
in the stab-
bing of a po-
lice dog.

Court re-
cords show 
William Shae 
McKay had 
been  c on-
victed of false 

Suspect: Gunman was out on $500K 
bail, facing a sentence of 25 years to life 

Dominic 
Pitman  
comforts his   
girlfriend, 
Daisy 
Padilla, 
who was  
the cousin 
of Deputy 
Isaiah 
Cordero, on 
Friday.
WATCHARA 
PHOMICINDA  
STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

McKay
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By Marianne Love
Correspondent

Friday afternoon brought 
rain now and then, but it didn’t 
dampen the spirits of nearly 
2,700 people who gathered for 
the Pasadena Tournament of 
Roses 32nd annual Equestfest 
at the Los Angeles Equestrian 
Center near Burbank.

The day brought all of the 
trimmings one would expect as-
sociated with the 16 equestrian 

Equestfest: Horses and riders dazzle at parade preview 

By Brennon Dixson
bdixson@scng.com

Pasadena’s gray skies couldn’t 
stop the eclectic energy and in-
ternational flavor on display Fri-
day at Pasadena City College, 
where thousands united for the 
Tournament of Roses’ annual 
celebration of bands.

The 2023 Bandfest, a musical 
affair hosted by the Tournament 
of Roses to celebrate the ensem-
bles participating in the annual 
Rose Parade, marched to a much 
different tune than last year’s 
celebration, which was limited 
in participants and field shows 
after heavy rain forced some mu-
sicians to the sidelines.

The clouds visible through-
out the region this week had 
organizers worried they would 
again witness another day of re-
lentless showers entering Friday. 
Instead, fans in attendance dur-
ing the afternoon were treated 
to an experience featuring mu-
sical numbers from around the 
world.

“This is nothing like last year 
for you regulars,” master of cer-
emonies Jim Hanh joked. “You 
can actually see the clothes I’m 
wearing as opposed to the rain 
suit, so that’s fantastic.”

Just as fantastic were the 10 
bands on display during the 
first of two musically filled af-
ternoons.

The Tournament of Roses 
Honor Band kickstarted Friday’s 
affair with the national anthem 
before playing their signature 
song, “Everything’s Coming Up 
Roses.”

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES

Bandfest brings music to ears
Stadium show: Two-day event features units participating in Monday’s parade

PHOTO BY KEITH DURFLINGER

The Wisconsin Northwoods Marching Band from Minocqua, Wisconsin, performs during the annual 
Tournament of Roses Bandfest at Pasadena City College’s Robinson Stadium on Friday.

INSIDE: Drones are not welcome 
at the Rose Parade. PAGE A4

More photos of bandfest and 
equestfest. PAGE A6, A8

By Frazier Moore
The Associated Press

NEW YORK » Barbara Walters, 
the intrepid interviewer, an-
chor and program host who 
led the way as the first woman 
to become a TV news super-
star during a network career re-
markable for its duration and 
variety, has died. She was 93.

Walters’ death was an-

nounced by ABC on air Friday 
night.

“Barbara Walters passed 
away peacefully in her home 
surrounded by loved ones. She 
lived her life with no regrets. 
She was a trailblazer not only 
for female journalists, but for 
all women,” her publicist, Cindi 
Berger, said in a statement.

An ABC spokesperson did 

not have an immediate com-
ment Friday night beyond shar-
ing a statement from Bob Iger, 
the CEO of The Walt Disney Co., 
which owns ABC.

During nearly four decades 
at ABC, and before that at 
NBC, Walters’ exclusive inter-
views with rulers, royalty and 
entertainers brought her ce-

OBITUARY

Trailblazing newscaster Walters, 93, dies 

Barbara Walters

Members 
of the 
California 
Cowgirls 
Rodeo 
Drill Team 
perform at 
Equestfest 
near 
Burbank on 
Friday.
HANS 
GUTKNECHT 
STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER
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By Kristy Hutchings
khutchings@scng.com

Southern California’s holi-
day flyers — as well as those na-
tionwide — received a bit of a re-
prieve from the logistical turbu-
lence that has marred the final 
days of the holiday travel season, 
with Southwest Airlines on Fri-
day managing to get the major-
ity of its scheduled flights off the 
tarmac following a weeklong in-
ternal collapse that led to mass 
cancellations and left thousands 
stranded.

On Thursday, Southwest can-
celed more than 2,300 flights na-
tionwide, adding to the swath of 
scrubbed trips that had piled up 
since the airline’s internal col-
lapse — spurred by outdated soft-
ware unable to handle the oper-
ational issues caused by a brutal 
winter storm — began on the eve 
of the busiest holiday travel sea-
son.

In total, the airline canceled 
about 13,000 flights and delayed 
thousands more since Dec. 23.

AIR TRAVEL

Southwest  
able to get 
most flights  
off ground
Schedules appear to be 
back to normal after 
weeklong meltdown

FLIGHTS » PAGE 5
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and the waterfront.
The mood was poignant 

amid tears and hugs Thurs-
day, the day before the last 
burger-and-fries meal would 
be served at Utro’s longtime 
waterfront spot, next to the 
slip where commercial fish-
ing boats still tie up.

Lines formed early and, 
eventually, the family-owned 
place ran out of beef. But the 
restaurant was back on Fri-
day, with the popular hole-
in-the-wall hangout offering 
cold beers and what many 
claim was the best cheese-
burger anywhere.

“It’s been hard, it’s been 
really hard,” said Nicole Uto-
vac, 44, daughter of the cou-
ple who operated the busi-
ness, which was previously 
known as Crest Cafe and 
was originally at 22nd and 
Mesa streets. “It’s the end of 
an era.”

In 1995, the cafe moved to 
the commercial fishing boat 
wharf at Berth 73, where the 
place has been ever since.

But like Ports O’ Call Vil-
lage, just across the parking 
lot to the east, the restaurant 
found itself within the foot-
print of the new West Har-
bor waterfront development 
now set to begin construc-
tion within weeks.

The owners, who said they 
were unclear whether their 
property would be impacted 
by the development — as it 
was so far out on the periph-
ery — could have negotiated 
to remain in the new West 
Harbor development. But it 
would require being out of 
business in the interim while 
needed upgrades were made 
to the facility — a 1930s Art 
Deco building.

The rent also would have 
skyrocketed under West 
Harbor, said owners Joe and 
Cheryl Utovac, making the 
prospect unfeasible.

Rather than relocate, the 
couple, both in their early 
70s, will close up shop per-
manently and retire.

As word spread of the clo-
sure, throngs of the restau-
rant’s fans, many expressing 
sadness — and some anger 
— that yet another piece of 
the “real San Pedro” was go-
ing by the wayside, made the 
pilgrimage to bid the famil-
iar hangout goodbye.

“They have truly the 
greatest burger,” said Scott 
Natow of San Pedro, who 
works in construction and 
is a truck driver.

The hand-carved bar 
stools all had names of the 
regulars who sat on them, 

said Joe Utovac. Most, he 
said, now reside “at Green 
Hills” cemetery.

The place was a favorite 
of longshoremen, firefight-
ers and others in the port 
town, Joe Utovac said, and 
was known to draw the likes 
of judges — as well as those 
who stood before them in 
their courtrooms.

On Thursday, Joe Utovac 
signed one of the leftover 
stools that hadn’t sold yet for 
Matt Matich, a retired San 
Pedro High School teacher, 
who was an Utro’s regular.

Covering the walls for 
years, pinned up in seem-
ingly every nook and cranny, 
has been a profusion of San 
Pedro memorabilia — pho-
tos, drawings, old maps, 
longshore tools of the trade 
from a bygone era (Joe oper-
ated cranes as a longshore-
man back in the day), sal-
vaged signs (“Pull Toggle 
for Life Preservers”), and 
ship mementos.

Among the items — most 
of which the owners were 
selling to customers, many 
of them good friends — was 
a giant megaphone once 
used by the cafe’s owners 
to call out farewells to the 
cruise ships passing by in 
the Port of L.A.’s Main Chan-
nel.

For the Utovacs, the clos-
ing was somewhat unex-
pected, although the Port of 
Los Angeles sent out letters 
in April, November and De-
cember saying the restau-
rant would have to be closed 
for repairs around the end of 
the year.

The surprise for the cou-
ple came when they learned 
West Harbor would take 
over the lease at a much 
higher cost. The monthly 
rent would go up from the 
$2,500 they were paying to 
the port should they decide 
to return after the repairs 
were made and become a 
West Harbor tenant, Cheryl 
Utovac said.

The restaurant is cur-
rently paying “well below 
current market” for the 
space, probably because 
of a month-to-month ar-
rangement that anticipates 
a move, West Harbor devel-
oper Eric Johnson said.

Using current rates for 
square footage in a develop-
ment like West Harbor, he 
added, Utro’s space would 
equate to about a $13,500 
monthly rate.

Overall, it’s all been “like a 
slap in the face,” Cheryl Uto-
vac said.

But Johnson of Jerico De-
velopment in San Pedro said 
the news “should not have 
been a surprise.”

“We did a physical in-

spection of the building six 
to eight months ago,” John-
son said in a telephone inter-
view, “and found significant 
plumbing and other prob-
lems on the ground floor.”

The Utovacs were aware, 
he said, that a move would 
be coming sometime after 
the first of the year to do 
those repairs.

Johnson has met with the 
couple in the past week and 
offered to assist in selling 
some of the kitchen appli-
ances and other restaurant 
equipment.

The property, said Port 
of L.A. spokesperson Phil-
lip Sanfield, “is part of the 
original West Harbor devel-
opment lease that was ap-
proved (by the Los Angeles 
City Council) in 2016. The 
port has sent the restaurant 
owners three letters, dating 
back to April, to keep them 
updated on the project sta-
tus and notifying them of 
the need to vacate for the de-
velopment to proceed.”

Still, Cheryl Utovac said, 
the final notice that they’d 
have to close by the end of 
December seemed abrupt. 
Her daughter, who grew up 
working in the restaurant, 
said finding out during the 
holidays was especially hard.

“The letters always (lead-
ing up to that) said the dates 
were subject to change,” 
Cheryl Utovac said.

While hailed by many as a 
needed embrace of a new era 
on San Pedro’s waterfront, 
the West Harbor develop-
ment remains a sore point 
for others in town who were 
stung by the evictions and 
tear-downs of Ports O’ Call 
Village, which opened in the 
early 1960s but had fallen on 
hard times by the late 1980s.

Some have gone so far 
as to say they’ll never visit 
the new development, set 
to open in the latter half of 
2024.

There is also ongoing con-
cern about how port nego-
tiations with the San Pedro 
Fish Market — which, John-
son said, sits on property the 
new development will need 
early in 2023 — may play out 
in the coming weeks and 
months.

Utro’s moved once be-
fore, when a new develop-
ment forced the earlier Crest 
Cafe out of its 22nd Street lo-
cation and into the current 
spot next to the Southern Pa-
cific Slip.

But for the couple now, so 
many years later, moving to 
a new space and trying to re-
open yet again was imprac-
tical.

“All good things must 
come to an end,” their son, 
Joey Utovac, a longshore 
worker, posted on the cafe’s 
Facebook page on Dec. 20.

Utro’s, he wrote, “was 
truly an old-fashioned mom-
and-pop cafe run by my par-
ents, my sister, Nicole, and 
a colorful cast of charac-
ters, employees and helpful 
friends who kept the dream 
alive.

“I personally cooked and 
served countless Devine 
burgers and patty melts to 
loyal customers who even-
tually became more like ex-
tended family members,” 
Joey Utovac added. “I often 
spent more time at Utro’s 
than my own home.”

The pandemic restrictions 
— and difficulty finding help 
during and after that — also 
forced a severe cutback in 
the cafe’s operating sched-
ule, from seven days a week 

to only a few days a week, 
with no breakfast or dinner 
service. Nearly all of the ser-
vice — which is lunch only — 
is now outdoors on the patio.

Still, Cheryl Utovac said, 
many in San Pedro lament 
the loss of places like Utro’s, 
a true mom-and-pop restau-
rant with deep roots in the 
close-knit port town.

“I’m born and raised 
here,” Cheryl Utovac said. 
“Joe is born and raised here.”

While Utro’s is now 
closed, the owners said they 
have an agreement with the 
developer to stay on through 
the early part of 2023 to 
make sure all of their items 
are cleared out.

This week, meanwhile, 

Joe Utovac, who got his start 
in the business world sell-
ing 85-cent martinis at the 
old Trani’s Restaurant dur-
ing the late 1960s and early 
1970s, presided over the 
family cafe’s final days. He 
greeted and reminisced with 
old friends, and entertained 
offers for many of the items 
that have graced the restau-
rant’s walls all these years.

“Hey, Joe, what about 
your lobster up there?” 
called out one man, point-
ing to a wall hanging above 
the front door.

“$100?” Joe Utovac re-
plied.

“You can’t eat it,” he 
added, “but if you can get it 
down, it’s yours.”

Utro’s
FROM PAGE 1

The band has partici-
pated in the Rose Parade 
since 1930 and more than 
500 students audition for 
the available drumline and 
pageantry positions on an 
annual basis.

More than 50 different 
Southern California high 
school band programs are 
represented, according to 
Hanh, who pointed out 
the group had perhaps the 
shortest trip out of all its 
peers.

Having made the trip 

from Wisconsin cities such 
as Merrill and Wausau, 
where snow blankets the 
ground, performers with 
the Wisconsin Northwoods 
Marching Band said they 
were ecstatic to see palm 
trees sway in the clear skies 
as they readied to take the 
field for one of the day’s 
more noteworthy perfor-
mances.

Handpicked by Tourna-
ment of Roses President 
Amy Wainscott, the North-
woods group is a composite 
band of eight high-schools 
across north Wisconsin 
which rehearsed once a 
month for the 134th Rose 
Parade.

Most of their practice 
occurred across the span 
of six Fourth of July pa-
rades last summer when 
they marched more than 
18 miles, Hanh said as the 
group readied to take a 
traditional lap around the 
PCC track.

Wainscott was able to 
relax and ride in a 1930s 
Model-A during the pa-
rades, Hanh said, noting 
the vehicle eventually had 
to be towed after the en-
gine was soaked in a thun-
derstorm while traveling 
between cities.

It wasn’t the only travel 
hiccup mentioned dur-
ing the day considering 

teams from Taiwan, Mex-
ico, and Japan made long 
journeys to march through 
Pasadena for the upcoming 
Rose Parade.

The Buhos Marching 
Band from Veracruz, Mex-
ico, dressed its color guard 
as monarchs butterf lies 
who whizzed by band-
mates that resembled war-
riors from an ancient civi-
lization.

Chants of “Viva Mexico” 
rang while trumpeters on 
field excitedly let out grito 
after grito.

Shortly before, the 
Spartan Legion Marching 
Band showed Pasadena the 
power of green and gold — 

a famous tagline for Nor-
folk State University, a his-
torically Black college in 
Virginia.

The booming drumlines 
and soulful sways to the 
sounds of jazz and modern 
dance soon morphed to a 
remixed tune of “Jaws,” 
which was played by the 
All Gifu Honor Green Band 
from Japan after Norfolk’s 
Captain Soul exited the 
field.

All of the bands in at-
tendance this week for 
Bandfest are set to accom-
pany the beloved floats and 
equestrians down Colorado 
Boulevard Monday during 
the parade.

More will take the field 
at Pasadena City College 
today the second day of 
Bandfest.

The day is divided into 
two parts, and likely to be 
just as entertaining as the 
first, Wainscott told the au-
dience Friday.

The first round of begins 
at 10 a.m. with the next 
starting promptly at 2 p.m.

Experts predict today to 
be a wet day in Pasadena, 
so attendees are advised 
to bundle up before head-
ing out.

Rain or shine, though, 
Wainscott said, “we cannot 
wait to see everybody turn-
ing the corner on Jan. 2.”

Bands
FROM PAGE 1

groups that will be riding in 
the 134th Rose Parade along 
Colorado Boulevard in Pasa-
dena on Monday.

A variety of horse breeds 
dazzled the crowd with their 
majesty, poise and skills. 
Their riders were dressed in 
colorful, eye-catching cos-
tumes unique to their partic-
ular group, which included 
the Blue Shadow Mounted, 
California Cowgirls and 
Norco drill teams, law en-
forcement agencies, the U.S. 

Marine Corps Color Guard, 
the New Buffalo Soldiers and 
the Compton Cowboys.

Erik Feus of Dunefin, 
Florida, flew in a few days 
ago to attend Equestfest and 
the Rose Parade for the first 
time.

“My wife said, ‘Hey we 
should go,’” Feus said. “We 
have family in Pasadena. 
It’s a different experience. A 
bucket-list thing, check off 
the box.”

The event began with 
Amy Wainscott, 2023 pres-
ident of the Tournament of 
Roses, and the Rose Queen 
and her Royal Court rid-
ing in a carriage pulled by 

Clydesdales, a familiar fix-
ture in the annual parade.

“The horses are the origin 
for the parade,” Wainscott 
said. “We love to have them; 
we love to showcase them.”

During Equestfest, groups 
performed their best tricks, 
drills, dancing and roping 
skills.

It is an ancillary event of 
the many parade celebra-
tions, which showcases the 
equestrian units.

“Historically speaking, 
the equestrian units are 
the lifeblood of the parade,” 
said Jim Ciampa, chairman 
of the Equestrian Commit-
tee for the Tournament of 

Roses. “While horses are 
not as prevalent from a soci-
etal standpoint as they were 
in the late 1800s, they still 
are a very, very important 
part of the parade’s heritage, 
and we are pleased to honor 
them each year.”

Even though Jeff Little 
has lived in California for 35 
years, he is a first timers to 
Equestfest and the parade it-
self. The Inglewood resident 
has a friend who rides in the 
New Buffalo Soldiers group 
out of Shadow Hills and told 
him about Friday’s event.

“I have a 5-year-old son 
who likes horses,” Little said. 
“He’s part of the Compton 

Junior Equestrian program.”
As the various horses cir-

cled the arena, showing off 
their skills and performing 
tricks, the audience would 
explode into cheers of excite-
ment. Lee Ann Lambirth of 
West Sacramento was in the 
crowd.

It was her first time at-
tending the horse show and 
the first time seeing the Rose 
Parade.

“I’m way excited,” Lam-
birth said. “I’m very, very 
excited.

This year’s parade, 
themed “Turning the Cor-
ner,” reflects when it starts 
on Orange Grove Boulevard, 

400 feet before it turns the 
classic, iconic corner onto 
Colorado Boulevard in Pas-
adena for the 5.5-mile trek 
to the end.

“What’s beautiful about it 
is that it has so many other 
meanings,” Wainscott said. 
“As we have been traveling 
over the year … people tell 
us that turning the corner 
means something different 
to them. It might be their 
pursuing some sort of pos-
sibility, or they have healed 
from some sort of illness 
and what we have been go-
ing through the past couple 
years, they feel like they are 
turning the corner.”

Horses
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By Hunter Lee
hlee@scng.com

Pasadena will welcome 
thousands of spectators 
for the 134th Rose Parade 
and the Rose Bowl — but 
the cops want them to 
keep their drones at home.

To keep people safe, 
with an added benefit of 
not annoying parade and 

game fans, a temporary 
flight restriction will be 
in place on Monday.

Dur ing the parade 
along its 5.5-mile route, 
and from an hour before 
kickoff until an hour af-
ter a Rose Bowl winner is 
determined, no drone or 
other aircraft will be al-
lowed in the airspace over-
head unless special per-

mission is granted, Pasa-
dena Lt. Bradley May said.

“You risk the chance of 
drones falling out of the 
sky, a pilot losing con-
trol — the chance of the 
drones’ lithium batter-
ies catching fire, some-
one with nefarious inten-
tions,” May said. “If some-
one flies high enough, they 
could risk crashing into 

an aircraft — the mili-
tary flyovers, helicopters 
— bringing that aircraft 
down as well.”

The f light restriction, 
issued by the Federal Avi-
ation Administration in 
concert with Pasadena 
police, extends 2,000 feet 
above the parade, and 
3,000 feet over the sta-
dium.

May said the city has 
had problems with drone 
pilots at previous parades, 
and that as more and more 
people take up drone fly-
ing there are plenty of op-
erators who don’t know 
the law.

The flight restrictions 
were first issued for the 
parade and the game four 
years ago. If nabbed, the 

drone operator could face 
a hefty penalty.

The punishment for fly-
ing a drone in a flight-re-
stricted zone can include 
up to a year in federal 
prison, a $100,000 fine 
and having your drone 
license suspended or re-
voked, said Ian Gregor, a 
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration spokesman.

2023 ROSE PARADE

Remote pilots beware — drones not welcome 
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