
Proposed Resolution to the Port Relations Committee of the Central San Pedro Neighborhood 

Council 

Recommending Peaceful Trade Relations with China, Not War 

April 26, 2021 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S.-China trade war has put nearly 1.5 million U.S. jobs at risk of reduced hours and layoffs
1
; 

 

WHEREAS, the potential for a military conflict with China has significantly increased since the U.S. has 

encircled China with an increasingly larger military presence following the U.S.’s “Pivot to Asia” policy began in 

2011
2
; 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. is explicitly using the perceived “threat” of China as a justification for $4.7 billion in 

spending on the Pacific Deterrence Initiative, and $27 billion more in the next six years for the U.S. Indo-Pacific 

Command to establish a network of precision-strike missiles along the islands around Beijing
3
; 

 

WHEREAS, unlike the U.S., China maintains a no-first-use policy on the use of nuclear weapons and is 

encouraging multilateral peace treaties
4
; 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. government’s anti-China posturing is already having a direct impact on Asian American 

communities in the U.S., with more than 3,795 anti-Asian hate crimes, most of which were rooted in Sinophobia 

(fear of China/Chinese people), reported in the last year
5
; 

 

WHEREAS, the U.S. government’s position about the trade imbalance with China is often due to a difference in 

domestic consumption rates and not due to deliberate “foul play” by the Chinese government; 

 

WHEREAS, participation in, not isolation from, a new era of multilateral trade, development, scientific progress, 

and cultural exchange could prove positive and beneficial to the U.S. economy and its people; 

 

WHEREAS, we in the L.A. Harbor Area are a huge economic beneficiary of peaceful trade and cooperation with 

China; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Port Relations Committee of the Central San Pedro N.C. prefers 

that the U.S. deescalates its war rhetoric with China and instead promotes diplomatic solutions to any legitimate 

trade disagreements with China. 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Port Relations Committee of the Central San Pedro N.C. supports 

cooperation with China on climate change mitigation, global vaccine distribution, sustainable infrastructure and 

development initiatives, and peaceful international diplomacy. 

                                                
1
 https://www.portoflosangeles.org/tariffshurt  

2
 https://foreignpolicy.com/2013/08/20/surrounded-how-the-u-s-is-encircling-china-with-military-bases/; 

https://www.basenation.us/maps.html  
3
 https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-04-08/biden-proposes-715-billion-for-pentagon-in-first-budget-outline  

4
 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/no-first-use-and-nuclear-weapons  

5
 https://stopaapihate.org/2020-2021-national-report/  
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