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The COVID19 pandemic is the major disaster of our lifetime. One long-term effect that we are 
not addressing is the devastating impact that the closure of our schools is having now and into 
the future, on the hundred of thousands of public school children of our City. Educational, 
medical, and public health experts are increasingly raising the negative effects campus closures 
have had on the physical and socio-emotional health of our children, and the increasing body of 
science that indicates there is much less risk to adults and children of having campuses reopen.

There is a growing body of research assembled by federal experts pointing to the great harm to 
students pursuing their studies in distance learning. During the pandemic, the achievement gap 
between low-income and students of color with their more privileged counterparts is growing. 
There has been a precipitous drop in reports of child abuse and experts sadly agree that it is not 
because of an actual decline in harm to children. There is a lack of access by caring adults to 
children in need. Children and youth are also suffering mentally and socio-emotionally, as 
evidenced by increased reporting for in-patient mental health services and suicides. Based on 
this, President Biden's Center for Disease Control has called for the reopening of America’s 
public schools. And the Southern California affiliate of the American Academy of Pediatrics has 
just called for an immediate reopening of schools because the harms facing children outweigh 
the risks of safely returning students to their classrooms.

The City of Los Angeles recognizes that our public school students are our future. They will 
grow to be our leaders and we are entrusted with the responsibility to secure their best chance 
to achieve success. We must commit to securing their future, especially our highest-need 
students, our Black and Brown students, our low-income students, and our students with special 
needs.

Because of the forgoing, the Los Angeles Unified School District, the second largest district in 
the nation, must act to immediately reopen schools for in-person instruction. Current guidance 
from the California Department of Public Health and Los Angeles County allows school districts 
to re-open campuses up to 25% of the student population, to serve high-need students, 
including those with special needs and those for whom English is not their native language 
(ELL), among others. Waivers are not required for this. This can happen immediately.

Our schools in Los Angeles have been closed since March 13, 2020 in response to the 
pandemic, with direct ramifications for families struggling against the crisis as children’s 
education and learning suffers. This closure has an even greater negative effect on our 
highest-need communities and families, thereby exacerbating efforts to achieve greater equity.

We need to follow President Biden’s CDC Director, Dr. Anthony Fauci, and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics Southern California chapter’s 1,500 pediatricians that uniformly say it is 
safe for students and teachers to return to schools as long as schools follow public health 
protocols using social distance, masks, hand-washing, and facilities modifications. Education 
and public health researchers have all indicated that child to adult transmission hasn't been 
seen in schools in large numbers as long as they follow these public health protocols. Private 
and parochial schools in LA County have been able to open using these guidelines, while our 
public schools that serve the neediest children have remained closed. We need to support the 
science that says it’s safe for students to return to schools. We need to get the adults and the 
politics out of the way, and get our children back in their classrooms.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Attorney be requested to report to the City Council on legal 
options to compel the Los Angeles Unified School District to immediately re-open its school 
camDutses and resume in-person instruction for students, including, but not limited to, initiating 
litigation, or joining existing litigation.
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