
TREES: Growing Vibrant Communities 
 
Date of webinar: September 22, 2020 
 
Purpose: 

 to learn about the city’s tree inventory and urban forestry programs 

 to walk away with powerful tools to green your neighborhood 

 to help grow a healthy, sustainable, and equitable future for your community  
 
Presented by: 

 StreetsLA 

 Department of Recreation and Parks 

 LA Sanitation & Environment 

 City Plants (nonprofit) 
 
The City Forest Officer is Rachel Malarich (rachel.malarich@lacity.org). 
The Urban Forest Management Plan (UFMP) relies on communities’ input about what they 
want. The tree inventory is the backbone of this plan. 
You can find the plan here: https://dpw.lacity.org/office-city-forest-management 
 
There is a Community Forest Advisory Committee (a City appointed committee), and the chair is 
Shelley Billik (cfac.chair@gmail.com). 
Mission: to achieve a healthy, safe, and enduring Los Angeles community forest ecosystem for 
the enjoyment and well-being of all. The Urban forest includes street trees, park trees, and 
trees in the yards of homes and other buildings. 
Urban Forest Ecosystem = Trees + surrounding landscape + wildlife + biodiversity 
For more info: https://dpw.lacity.org/community-forest-advisory-committee 
 
Greg Spotts is the Chief Sustainability Officer of Streets LA (greg.spotts@lacity.org). 
Every street tree in the City will be inspected. 
There is a tree inventory on Streets LA website: https://streetsla.lacity.org/tree-inventory-
schedule 
Central San Pedro’s trees are scheduled to be inventoried on January 11, 2022. 
Many public spaces don’t have the trees they can have. Tell Streets LA where we want trees 
planted. 
Street Tree inspection requests can be made by using 311. 
 
Environmental Benefits of Street Trees: 

 Carbon Removal 

 Storm water management 

 Reduces energy needs 

 Improves air quality 

 Provides cooling 



Leon Boroditsky is a Tree Surgeon Supervisor II with Rec & Parks (leon.boroditsky@lacity.org). 
Healthy Trees = Healthy People 
Rec & Parks tracks heritage trees. 
 
To Sign up for a FREE street tree go to: lacitysan.org/freetree 
A street tree goes into the space between the street and the sidewalk. 
LA SAN & Environment will remove concrete in order to plant street trees! 
Please note: Tree must be watered for the first three years, and this is the responsibility of the 
requestor of the free street tree. 
Trained arborists will select the right tree for your space. 
Questions? email: san.trees@lacity.org or call 213-485-3954 
 
The goal is to increase the tree canopy in Los Angeles by 50% by 2028. 
 
City Plants is a nonprofit collaborative that will deliver FREE trees to be planted on PRIVATE 
property. 
Mission: To grow a greener city for future generations by inspiring Angelenos to plant, care, and 
advocate for trees. 
Vision: We envision an L.A. in which people in every neighborhood have equal access to trees 
and their benefits: clean air, better health, cooling shade, energy efficiency, and a friendlier, 
more vibrant neighborhood. 
 

 Will deliver up to 7 free shade trees to your door 

 Choose from list of over 20 water efficient species 

 You plant the tree in your front or back yard; private property only not on parkways or 
other public spaces 

 Create an online planting plan and care for your new trees 

 Trees are delivered in 8-10 weeks by the LA Conservation Corps 
 
To request free trees for private property, go to www.cityplants.org 
Right tree, right place: https://selectree.calpoly.edu/ 
To learn about tree canopy equity and to see the tree canopy percentage in your 
neighborhood, go to: https://www.treepeople.org/treeviewer 
 
Why Trees? 

 Trees save energy 

 Trees clean our air 

 Trees save water 

 Trees cool our cities and protect us from extreme heat 

 Trees create habitat 

 Tress reduce stress 

 Trees make the places we live feel like home 


