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Operations South Bureau

A Message From the Deputy Chief

By Deputy Chief Ronnie Villanueva

In our first newsletter of 2020,
| want to thank you all for allowing
Operations South Bureau to serve
you with courage, integrity and pride
throughout the past decade. As we
move into the twenty  -twenties, | am
excited about the challenges, which
lay before us as we strive to meet the
needs of our growing and diverse
community.

This issue of SouthPoint

VILLANUEVA

highlights an essential component of our past and future

success, you, the community. The safe and efficient
management of day -to-day emergencies to large

-scale,

complex events relies on collaborative partnerships with
community organizations, which enhance the resilience of
our neighborhoods and our city as a whole. | hope this

winter edition provides you with a snapshot of both
individuals and community

-based organizations, which have

been integral to our proactive management approach as an
emergency service provider and community partner. In
addition to praising our community for your contributions, we
would like to remind you all of the importance of taking care
of yourselves, so we can all take better care of each other.
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https://census.lacity.org/

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is closely monitoring an outbreak of respiratory
illness caused by a novel (new) coronavirus first identified in Wuhan, Hubei Province, China. Both the CDC and
the World Health Organization (WHO) are monitoring the situation closely. The CDC has determined the level
of risk is low to the general American public at this time. While the numbers of those impacted are high in
China, please remember this is still considered to be a relatively isolated illness. There is an ongoing investiga-
tion to determine more about this outbreak. Additionally, OSB is in constant contact with our allied public safe-
ty agencies at all levels to ensure the highest level of safety in Los Angeles.

As a reminder, CDC always recommends everyday preventive actions to minimize the spread of respira-

tory viruses, including:

Y Frequently clean hands by using soap and
water (for at least 20 seconds) or alcohol -
based hand sanitizer;

Y Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with

unwashed hands; and Coronavirus
Y Avoid close contact with anyone who is sick. prevention
5
If you develop cold  -like symptoms: sym ptoms,
Y Stay home from school or work;
Y When coughing and sneezing, cover mouth and treatment

nose with flexed elbow or tissue I throw tissue away
immediately and wash hands;

Avoid close contact with others;

Clean and disinfect objects and surfaces, and

If you have a fever, cough, or difficulty breathing, seek medical care and share recent travel history
with your healthcare provider.

< <<

Here are a few resources about the novel coronavirus that will help you continue to stay informed about
the latest updates:

CDC: Risk Assessment
CDC: Situation Summary
WHO: Statement regarding the outbreak of novel coronavirus

MySafe:LA
Celebrates 11 Years in Los Angeles

/| MySafe:LA is celebrating its 11th year delivering fire and life safety education and
§1 training in Los Angeles. The California non - profit organization has been an education and

| training partner of the LAFD since 2009, and each new year sees advances in programs
and results. In just the past four years, MySafe:LA has provided more than 41,000
smoke alarms to LA area residents, has taught more than 37,000 students in LA high
¥ schools hands -only CPR, and has graduated more than 11,300 junifor fire inspectors from
= LAUSD elementary schools.

My Safe: LA6s working relationship with the

Working closely with Operations South Bureau, whenever a fatality fire occurs, should the

. Incident Commander determine value in reaching area residents, a MySafe:LA education
team will canvass the adjoining homes and streets, providing and installing free 10 -year sealed smoke alarms and
CO detectors. OSB and MySafe:LA coordinate planned smoke alarm canvassing, MySafe:LA coordinate planned

smoke alarm canvassing, participation in community events, such as the annual Fleet Week, and other fire and life
safety activities, all designed to create a more resilient community.

(continue,
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https://www.joffeemergencyservices.com/e2t/c/*W89ScGQ7k44WXN5BvRkpTkQrw0/*W2K1-zr4VctPMW1wHBKt6S-kGW0/5/f18dQhb0S2C873F0FpVM_xzp2qxKY5W4_CF0j2qPY3nN4lbFdqKbSKPW2RNblg3XgfmGW1DZBp78Lgb9cW7xkdGR7Z7LpXW6v8J153r_NDTVSqN1F4syqyyW93V8Zq1yr08_W6Wsg-8877bGtW18N0y963h
https://www.joffeemergencyservices.com/e2t/c/*W89ScGQ7k44WXN5BvRkpTkQrw0/*W87rbV12ZXp8gW4LJ7lp6LHXV70/5/f18dQhb0SmhT9cty32N7mQ4gWHyjJqVQZcFK64Js7-W3hHhc95zh-NRVnQ9Qq8--HBkW8-xM-v8_1GqmW8YzV_k8VmnQXW1SLhJ98-vzkgW1GJHzW8W-km5W2MV1rS54BRrCW2KW3y22MznrNN5nbq6BGXp
https://www.joffeemergencyservices.com/e2t/c/*W89ScGQ7k44WXN5BvRkpTkQrw0/*W5bcx5M4s4kTBW2Xsv0T7r8hyK0/5/f18dQhb0S8329cty32N7mQ4gWHyjJqVQZcFK64Js7-W3hHhcy5zh-NRVnQ9Qq8--HBkW8-xM-v8_1GqmW8YzV_k8VmnQXW1SLhJ98-vzkgW1GJHzW8W-km5W2MV1rS54BRrCW2KW3y22MznrNN5nbq6BGXp
https://www.joffeemergencyservices.com/e2t/c/*W89ScGQ7k44WXN5BvRkpTkQrw0/*W2dnG7p4Nv8bLW52Pq4_3R8WGw0/5/f18dQhb0S2C873F0FpVM_xzp2qxKY5W4_CF0j2qPY3nN4lbFdqKbSKPW2RNblg3XgfmGW1DZBp78Lgb9cW7xkdGR7Z7LpXW6v8J153r_NDTVSqN1F4syqyyW93V8Zq1yr08_W6Wsg-8877bGtW18N0y963h
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Be a Part of the CERT Team

Over the last couple of years, we've told you what the
LAFD's Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
has been up to around the city. Tasks range from neighbor-
hood based emergency drills to working support operations

for the department. It occurred to us that we never men-

tioned, at length, how YOU can become part of this effort.

The process is actually simple. First, go to https://

www.eventbrite.com/o/lafd -cert -program -7803155391 and

find a class. CERT classes take place continuously all over the {

city, so find one that works best for you and get prepared to AMUNITY EMERGENCY

COMOESPONSE TEAM

spend seven weeks (one day or night for three hours) learn-
ing the CERT process. Keep this link because classes are
updated all of the time . The classes are taught by experienced LAFD Firefighter instructors. At the end of the
seven -week period, you will receive a certificate as proof of completion. A Volunteer Battalion Coordinator will
attend the final session and talk about "life after the class.”
Life after the class includes available quarterly refreshers
designed to keep the skills you learned sharp while adding new
ones. Additionally, you will find out about community based activi-
ties your CERT team is up to and how to connect with those mem-
b e r goér neighbors. As you've seen in past articles, we are AL-
WAY'S BUSY in our neighborhoods or on -scene when needed. Just
by taking the class,  you will be opening up an amazing world
8 of possibilities which will benefit you, your family, and your
Los Angeles Community. Everything CERT does is part of an
overall volunteer effort. If you are a current CERT member living in
South Bureau and you want to connect with your area team, reach
outto us at lafdcertsouth@gmail.com or by calling 213 -595-1146.
. We will get you on the bureau e -mail list and you will never be out
i of the loop when it comes to the latest training and activities. Wear
the green unlform of CERT and be a local hero to your community!

Emergency Medical Services (EMS)

As technology continues to improve, so does the ability to use this
technology in performing realistic training scenarios for our members. To
achieve this, the LAFD recently acquired three infant simulation manikins,
as well as four adult simulation manikins.

Manikins, full -body patient simulators,  safely allow for the training of
clinical skills, cognitive thinking and behavioral communication and have
been used in the professional healthcare setting to train for medical, sur-
gical, or clinical scenarios.

Last year we began training with our new

ihigh fidelityo infant mani kins to focus on the
care and treatment of critically ill infants. These
Aihigh fidelityo manikins can simulate breathing,

the sound of a heartbeat and respiratory sounds.
practice ventilating with a mask, IV insertion, and even give vital medication through the
veins. These manikins are wireless, so they can be taken anywhere to simulate different
environments including bedrooms, cars, the sidewalk, or clinical settings.
This invaluable training in a controlled environment prepares our members for
some of the worst case scenarios, as well as some of the common complaints we see dai-
ly in the field.
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