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4) Please describe the purpose and intent of the grant.   

MEET THE MUSIC  

Grand Vision Foundation (GVF) began Meet the Music (MTM) in the spring of 2009. With ongoing support from 
the San Pedro Central Neighborhood Council, MTM has grown and expanded into a comprehensive three-part 
program, serving 1,500 fourth and fifth graders annually with sequential musical skill building and engagement 
experiences in eight Title I schools in San Pedro and Wilmington, communities most affected by the heavy 
industrialization of the Port of Los Angeles. MTM builds the foundation of students’ musical knowledge, and 
equips them with 21st Century creative skills to build success in middle school and in life. The purpose of this 
grant is to support the continuation of the Meet the Music program. Meet the Music’s three projects are: 

1.  Roots of Music Program (RoMP) a 10-lesson standards-based curriculum for fourth graders, that introduces 
foundational music concepts and world music traditions through three units: Rhythm, Pitch and Dynamics. Each 
of RoMP’s three units has three lessons: an in-school pre-concert lesson, an interactive world music concert at 
the Grand Annex, and an in-school post-concert lesson. The program culminates in a student performance of 
international music. In 2016-17, we are serving over 800 students with 12 RoMP concerts and 54 in-school 
lessons. Each unit of our “Roots of Music” curriculum has a unique cultural and musical focus, anchored by a 
professional performing group.  

o Unit 1: Students learn rhythm and steady beat with ADAAWE, through West African drumming and African-
American spirituals. 

o Unit 2: Melody and pitch are covered by Honey Whiskey Trio, who explore the Western European and West 
African roots of American Folk music. 

o Unit 3: Dynamics and expression are emphasized by Cambalache, who weave together the Spanish, 
Indigenous Mexican and African roots of Son Jarocho traditional music.   

Neighborhood Council support will help offset the cost of transportation for students to RoMP educational 
music concerts that take place six times annually, at the Grand Annex in San Pedro. 

2. Recorders in Schools serves fifth graders who lack access to instrumental music education. In partnership 
with classroom teachers, Grand Vision’s teaching artists lead students in 24 sequential, standards-based weekly 
classes in recorder playing technique, reading music notation, and ensemble performance, culminating in a 
school recital performance. We have expanded the number of students served from 200 in 2014 to over 600 
today, and plan to continue the expansion.  

3. Through the LA Opera Partnership, 1,500 local fourth and fifth graders and their teachers attend an annual 
original production based on a well-known opera re-imagined for a children’s audience at the Warner Grand 
Theatre. Classrooms receive preparatory educational materials and an in-school introductory lesson by an LA 
Opera community educator. 

 

5) How will this grant be used to primarily support or serve a public purpose and benefit the public at-large?   

Meet the Music (MTM) is a free youth development and community education intervention program for 
students who attend LAUSD Title I public schools in the Los Angeles Harbor Area. MTM is designed to decrease 
gaps in LA Harbor Area public school arts education and enhance each participating student’s ability to learn, 
increase their access to cultural literacy, and enrich their overall quality of life.  MTM is presently active in eight 
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San Pedro and Wilmington elementary schools, which are located in Port-adjacent, heavily industrialized 
neighborhoods.    

Outcomes 

MTM's three ongoing programs help close the achievement gap experienced by many low-income students, 
increase cultural literacy and create equitable access to music education. After participating, students 
understand that they are music makers, that music is an important part of their lives, and that they have the 
skills and creative tools necessary to continue. Our program pipeline, which offers students music fundamentals 
in fourth grade and weekly skill building in fifth grade, creates the foundation that enables students to pursue 
music and the arts in middle school and beyond. Through participating in Meet the Music, students access their 
creative potential, engage with their classroom community, and make personal connections to the world at 
large. 

As a result of Recorders in Schools, 600 fifth graders will learn to read music, play an instrument (their first in 
most cases) and perform before their parents and peers. Our data shows that 75% have learned to read basic 
music notation, that 85% are more excited to come to school when they have recorder lessons, and 90% wish to 
continue playing music in middle school. Even the simplest instrument, which is so easy to provide, can inspire 
great pride and sense of accomplishment. Students report that “music makes me happy,” that “I love my 
instrument,” and that "It taught me to keep trying because I practiced and practiced.”  

Each year, 800 fourth graders learn through RoMP that history and music are connected, and that when culture 
changes, music changes. 90% of participants reported that because of RoMP, they understood that “someone 
who looks or sounds different than I do, may not be that different after all”. This essential learning about 
tolerance and diversity shows us how teaching the arts in an integrated way helps teach empathy, while the 
participatory nature of the program helps students feel empowered as they learn music vocabulary. Our data 
shows that student knowledge of music vocabulary improves over 50%, and all students demonstrate this new 
knowledge in a culminating student performance in school. We are proud to nurture an understanding of music 
making in the next generation.  

Through these activities, Meet the Music also achieves the goal of student engagement, helping students to stay 
in school. Over 61% of adults in Wilmington have less than a high school diploma, according to the LA Times. 
Only 5.1% of adults have a four-year college degree. Activities like MTM keep our students interested and 
enrolled in school so that they may achieve their highest potential. Teachers involved with Recorders in Schools 
report that students are more engaged in school and show greater focus and self-control, as they build listening 
skills through making music. Classroom teachers involved with RoMP report that student attendance improves 
on music lessons and field trip days, and that students are highly motivated when participating in the program. 

Meet the Music Participating Schools Opera ROMP Recorder 
Barton Hill, San Pedro x x x 
Cabrillo Ave, San Pedro x x x 
Leland, San Pedro x x  
Pt. Fermin, San Pedro x x x  
De La Torre, Wilmington x x  
Gulf Ave., Wilmington x x X 
Harry Bridges, Wilmington x x X 
Hawaiian Ave, Wilmington x x X 
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Meet the Music Projected Funding Sources Pending Total

Individuals $8,400.00 $8,400.00

Corporate
Edison International $5,000.00
MHT Luxury Alloys $7,000.00
Malaga Bank $5,000.00
Valero $4,000.00
Phillips 66 $2,000.00 $23,000.00

Foundation
Crail Johnson Foundation $35,000.00
California Community Foundation $24,000.00
Gluck Foundation $10,000.00
US Bank Foundation $7,500.00 $76,500.00

Government
City
DCA $6,340.00
LAUSD $10,000.00 $16,340.00

State
California Arts Council $25,000.00 $25,000.00

TOTAL $149,240.00

TOTAL MTM PROGRAM COST $154,846.00

PROGRAM DEFICIT $5,606.00
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Internal Revenue Service
Oepartment of ths Treasury

' p. O. Box ZS0g
Date: September 16, 20O5 Cinclnnati, OH 45201

Penson to Contast:
GRAND VISION FOUNDATION Paul Perry 31-07423
o/a J & J ACCOUNTING Customer $ervice Represerrtative
390 W 7TH ST Toll Free Telephone Number:
SAN PEDRO CA 90731-3324 B:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. ET

877-829-5500
Fax Nurnber:

51&263*3756
Federal ldentification Number:

95-4554570

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is in response to your reguest of September 15, 2005, rcgardirq your organization's
tax-exempt status.

ln December 1997 we issued a determination letter that recognized your organization as
exempt from federal income tax. Our rpcords indicate that your organization is cunently
exempt under section 501{cX3} of the lntemal Revenue Code.

Our records indicate that your organization is also cfassified as a ppbtic charity under
sections 509(a)(1) and i7o(bxlXAXvi) of the Intemal Revenue coUe.

Our records indicate that contributions to your organization are deductibte under sec{ion
17O al the Code, and that you are gualified to receive tax deductibb bequests, devises,
transfers or gifts undersection 2A55,21O6 or2522ot the tntemal Rerenue Code.

lf Vou have any questions, please call us at the telephone number shown in the heading of
this letter.

Sincerety,

fr*Yhp
Janna K. Skufca. Directon. TE/GE
Customer Account Servies
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