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What is the purpose 
of the Central San Pedro 
Neighborhood Council?

The purpose of the CSPNC is to function in an advisory capacity to the 
Council 15 District Office, Los Angeles City Departments and elected of-
ficials that have responsibilities that affect Central San Pedro. This is accom-
plished through meetings and various forms of communications, as well as 
promoting a strong sense of neighborhood by bringing stakeholders together to 
work on activities that enhance the livelihood of the community.  

In the neighborhood council selection, your vote really counts. The candi-
date’s statements received in time for inclusion are presented on pages 4-5  
(any late filers are on the website.) We urge you to show your interest in our 
community by coming out to vote on June 12 in the Neighborhood Council 
selection. A strong voter turnout increases the visibility of the Council with 
the officials in downtown LA, and will increase our ability to have your issues 
listened to and have action taken to resolve problems.

The candidate statement are in this newsletter. These are your neighbors 
who have volunteered to study, discuss, and vote on the interests and concerns 
of Central San Pedro, your interests and concerns. By voting, you show your 
support for the process.

June 12: Time to Select 
Board Members for 
the Central San Pedro 
Neighborhood Council

Harbor Area Students 
‘Meet the Music’

The Grand Vision Foundation received funding from the Council to sup-
port their Meet the Music program, designed to introduce students ages 8-15 
from low income families to world cutures and geography through musical 
traditions. The concerts are free and offered to students who participate in 
local after-school programs at Boys and Girls Clubs in San Pedro and Wilm-
ington, Toberman Neighborhood Center and Harbor Interfaith Center. Grand 
Vision also works with local area schools to offer Meet the Music programs 
during school hours.

Are You Ready to Start or Expand Your Business?
The BusinessSource Center is located in the Brown Brothers Building, 455 

West Sixth Street. It is funded by the City of Los Angeles to provide a number 
of free services for entrepreneurs and small business owners. Services in-
clude one-on-one business counsel ing, small business workshops, step-by-step 
pro cedures for starting your own business, business and financial planning and 
business plan devel opment, computerized accounting, use of social media, and 
how to get a business loan. For more information, visit the center or call (310) 
732-5733.

International Day performer Allen Cochran, 
diesel mechanics faculty

In conjunction with their 
42nd anniversary, Harbor 
Occupational Center cel-
ebrated their annual Interna-
tional Day event on Friday, 
May 25 to recognize the dif-
ferent cultures and traditions 
represented by students, fac-
ulty and staff.

Festivities include food 
samples, traditional music, 
costumes, and dance. Past 
performances have been 
Polynesian dance, Karate, 
ballet folklorico, Pakistani 
dance, hip-hop and bag-
pipes. 

It is one of the most popu-
lar events on campus that 
is looked forward to every 
year—almost as much as 
graduation day.

Inca Son (Clemente 
Leyva and Kina 
Aranguri) brought the 
traditional Inca music, 
costume, and culture 
to Meet the Music 
students. They are an 
example of the music 
professionals from the 
Los Angeles area and 
around the globe expe-
rienced in working with 
younger audiences.

—Photos by Taso 
Papadakis for Grand 

Vision Foundation

18th Annual International Day 
at Harbor Occupational Center
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President’s Message
By Linda Alexander

These are exciting times in San Pedro, most es-
pecially in our Central district. There is a new vi-
brancy and excitement at the Port and in the halls 
of our new San Pedro based representatives to 
Congress and City Hall. 

There is a lifting of spirits and energy when we 
see the work begun at the Port’s construction of 
the Downtown water cut. This continuation of the waterfront plans and word 
that there are plans afoot to find a developer for a new renewed Port’s of Call 
encourages us to see a brighter future for our community. 

U.S. Representative Janice Hahn and L.A. Councilman Joe Buscaino, al-
though familiar to us all, seem to be looking at our town in new ways. Hahn 
recently spearheaded the creation of  a Congressional Port Caucus and small 
business initiatives and Buscaino seems to be everywhere at once, cleaning up 
neighborhoods (Drop by Marshall Court at the bottom of Bandini Canyon 
to see how good things can look!), filling potholes, and moving vigorously to 
enhance and speed up San Pedro’s economic development. 

Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council is in the heart of these develop-
ments. Our board is actively engaged in the development of the ideas driving 
all of the exciting changes. For the past two years we have focused our energies 
on economic development and the needs of youth.

We have stepped up our involvement by taking more responsibility for the 
appearance of our community through our Land Use Committee and look 
forward to increased collaboration with the San Pedro Chamber of Commerce 
and historic downtown Business Improvement District to create an attractive 
downtown.

We continue to fund our cultural centers which not only add to our economic 
development and support desperately needed arts education for our school 
children. Other activities have not been ignored as we financially supported 
programs which provided sports activities for  children, food for our homeless, 
and job training  to name a few.

There is much to do. There is a great satisfaction that comes with be in-
volved and seeing progress. Please join us.

Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council 
Government Agency Representatives
Open communication and issue resolution is enhanced by the regular 
attendance by these representatives of elected officials and departments 
at Council meetings:
Mike Aguilera, Representative for Congresswoman Janice Hahn
Ricardo Hong, Harbor Area Representative for Mayor Villaraigosa
John Larson, Office of Councilman Joe Buscaino
Senior Lead Officer Maligi A.“Junior” Nua, Jr.,  
 Los Angeles Police Department, Harbor Division
Officer Stacey Creach, Port of Los Angeles Police
Augie Bezmalinovich, Port of Los Angeles
Marisol Barajas, 
 Field Representative for Assemblymember Bonnie Lowenthal

Marshall Court Gets 
More Than a Facelift!

City officials and residents gathered one recent Thursday morning to cel-
ebrate the completion of street improvements on Marshall Court, a blocklong 
area just west of Gaffey Street in San Pedro. The street—which runs between 
Sepulveda Street and Summerland Place adjacent to Bandini Canyon—fea-
tures new pavement, sidewalks, curbs, gutters and bulkheads, bringing the 
area up to city standards and costing about $824,000. 

LED streetlights also have been installed. Work was done by the city’s De-
partment of Public Works. The street had no sidewalks, curbs or lights, and 
was often used as an illegal dumping site. In August 2010, a $1.4-million 
project beautifying the five-acre area of the Bandini Canyon next to the street 
was completed.

Marshall Court before (top)—and after—improvements.

Nancy Lauer New Commander 
at LAPD’s Harbor Division

We welcome Capt. Nancy Lauer, as the new com-
manding officer of the Los Angeles Police Harbor Divi-
sion. We had an opportunity to thank and say good-bye 
to Capt. Billy Hayes who has served our district so well, 
when he spoke at our April stakeholder meeting. 

Change is sometimes difficult but we can be confident 
that Nancy (as she asked that we call her) will be able 
to fill the position with her expert knowledge and skills. 

Nancy has been with LAPD since 1985, progressing from patrol assign-
ments in Southeast, Central and Wilshire areas where she moved up to senior 
lead officer to sergeant then lieutenant by 1997. Along the way she managed 
to earn a master’s degree in public administration from CSU, Long Beach.   

Nancy has served as a watch commander, officer in charge of the liaison 
section of the Office of the Chief of Police, and commanded the West Traffic 
division, prior to serving as commanding officer of the Criminal Gang/ Homi-
cide Division.

Our community is certainly in good hands with this very capable command-
er. Again, welcome, Capt. Lauer.
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Liberty Hill Day May 15
San Pedro is one of the hearts of the Labor movement on the West Coast.  

Located at Fifth Street and Harbor Boulevard is a state historical marker 
for the centerpiece—Liberty Hill. This is the site where on May 15, 1923 
Upton Sinclair was arrested for reading the U.S. Constitution at a rally in 
support of hundreds of Marine Transport Workers (IWW) who were in jail for 
union organizing.  Within a few days nearly all were released from “Seventh 
Heaven” and the strike was won.  Upton Sinclair went on to run for governor 
of California in 1934.  

This event became the catalyst for the establishment of the American Civil 
Liberties Union in Southern California and the namesake of the Liberty Hill 
Foundation. The ACLU and Liberty Hill Foundation conduct an annual 
Upton Sinclair Freedom of Expression Award Banquet around May 15.

San Pedro Neighbors for Peace and Justice holds a commemoration every 
year on July 4 with a reenactment at the Liberty Hill monument. There is 
music, speeches by community leaders, a time capsule, and then participants 
are invited to read from the Bill of Rights. You can join them this July 4 from 
9:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon. The event is free of charge.

Our own board member, Bill Roberson, reading the Bill of Rights, Liberty Hill, 
July 4, 2007.

Harbor Occupational Center 
and Harbor Community Adult 
Schools Slated for Closure

The LAUSD School Board voted in March to close all 35 Adult Career 
Education campuses in the district. Among them are the Harbor Occupation-
al Center on Pacific Avenue, with its Wilmington Skills Center and San Pe-
dro Skills Center, and the Harbor Community Adult School on Santa Cruz 
Street. The Harbor Occupational Center has been here for 42 years. There 
are nearly 100 faculty and staff who would lose their jobs at the Pacific Ave. 
campus alone, and 3.700 students unable to use the valuable trade school fa-
cilities that will be lost.  The Harbor Community Adult School was founded 
in 1912 and serves 12,000 students a year through its seven locations.

These schools do not just teach trade courses, they serve adults and high 
school students with courses in English as a Second Language, literacy, citi-
zenship, and they award High School Diplomas and GED Certificates. Over 
a third of our students at San Pedro High do not graduate.  This is their only 
hope at receiving a diploma or GED, and a career to be able to earn a living.

The schools provide affordable job training that would otherwise cost 
$10,000-$20,000 in private trade schools, some with shady reputations. Any 
job seeker today knows that the meteoric pace of change in the labor market 
means a career you’ve had for the past few years may not exist today at all.  Job 
training is essential to keep up to date with today’s technologies and practices.

Adult Ed trains parents who can then assist their children with their stud-
ies.  We are all aware of how critical parental guidance is in the success of a 
child’s education. This allows for a 1:1 level of instruction not available in our 
K-12 schools. The Adult schools serve 355,000 students (27% of LAUSD 
enrollment) while costing only $170M, or 2% of the budget.  In other words, 
the closure of these schools will do little to solve LAUSD’s fiscal problems.  

LAUSD Superintendent John Deasy has proposed a November ballot ini-
tiative of a $298 parcel tax that might help to restore funding, but it will be 
too late for the Fall term and Adult Education is a low priority for funding 
restoration.  
What You Can Do

It’s not too late to save our Adult Education programs. It is up to the Board 
of Education, under the Mayor’s direction, to make the decision. Write to Gov-
ernor Jerry Brown, Mayor Antonio Villiaraigosa, LAUSD Superintendent 
John Deasy, and the Board of Education including President Monica Gar-
cia and our representative Dr. Richard Vladovic. The address for LAUSD 
is: LAUSD Board of Education, 333 South Beaudry Avenue, 24th Floor, 
Los Angeles, CA 90071. More information can be found on the internet at 
saveadulted.wordpress.com or on the saveadulted Facebook page.

Real Change, Not Loose Change
LADOT is installing devices on DASH and Commut-

er Express buses that read Metro’s “Transit Access Pass” 
(TAP) smart cards. The new fare payment system will be 
fully operational by June 2012. This will let customers con-

veniently load cash value on a TAP card and ride our buses without needing 
exact change.   

While not a pass in itself, the TAP card is an important innovation for L.A. 
County transit riders. The durable plastic card contains a smart chip that al-
lows you to buy and electronically load Metro passes, participating regional 
and local transit line passes, electronic cash, or any combination of the three. 

In other words, TAP becomes your “transit fare wallet”—holding your 
passes and cash, paying fares to the exact penny, and freeing you up from car-
rying around loose change. It even recognizes free transfers!

Find out how to get your TAP card and have your questions answered at 
www.taptogo.net

Central San Pedro 
Neighborhood Council 

Meeting Notice
Central San Pedro board and stakeholder meetings are held on the 

second Tuesday of the month at POLA High School, 250 West Fifth 
Street, San Pedro, 90731. The agenda is posted on the website (www.
centralsanpedro.org) prior to the meeting so you can see what topics are 
being discussed.

As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability and upon request will provide reasonable accommodation to 
ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities.  

Sign language interpreters, assisted listening devices, or other auxilia-
ry aids and/or services may be provided upon request.  To ensure avail-
ability of services please make your request at least three business days 
(72 hours) prior to the meeting by contacting the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Neighborhood Empowerment at (213) 485-4608.

Por favor vengan a nuestras juntas y déjenos saber si podemos ayudar-
les con problemas que tengan con el gobierno de la cuidad. Estos asuntos 
pueden ser de nuestras calles, banquetas o conductas criminales también. 
Nuestras juntas son cada segundo martes del mes a las 6:30 pm, en el 
Port of Los Angeles High School, 510 West Fifth Street, San Pedro, Ca. 
Refrescos para todos serán disponibles a las 6:00 pm.

Servicios de traducción son disponibles, por favor contacten City of 
Los Angeles Neighborhood Empowerment (213) 485-4608 por lo me-
nos tres diás (72 horas) antes de la junta.
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Carrie Scoville
I am interested in the 

welfare of the people in our 
community and would like 
to make a contribution to 
help solve some of the prob-
lems and improve the ser-
vices for the neighborhood.  
As a resident of this Coun-
cil district, I want Central San Pedro to be healthy, 
safe, clean and accessible for everyone.  

In this last term I have supported the Council 
with fiscal planning, newsletter contributions, and 
input on the redistricting process.  I serve as rep-
resentative to the Port Community Advisory Com-
mittee and as alternate to the Harbor Alliance 
of Neighborhood Councils. I prepare written Fi-
nancial, HANC, and the PCAC Reports which 
are available on the CSPNC website http://www.
sanpedrocity.org.

I regard elected offices to be the highest prior-
ity as elected officials have the trust of the public 
and are answerable to them.  As evidenced, I have 
the time, skills, talent and willingness to serve the 
Board and our community.

Frank B. Anderson
I am a retired teacher and 

a lifetime resident of San 
Pedro. I actively participate 
in a number of commu-
nity groups, including the 
San Pedro Bay Historical 
Society (President), the 
San Pedro and Peninsula 
Homeowners Coalition (Secretary), the Port 
Community Advisory Committee (PCAC), and 
the Labor Day Coalition.  During my term on the 
Board, I have actively worked with other Board 
members on all the standing committees, including 
the Port Committee which I chair.

I seek a second term in order to continue the 
Council’s past success of representing Central 
stakeholders on issues that directly affect them: ac-
cess to government officials, public safety concerns, 
and the promotion of environmental and health 
safeguards. We on the Council have taken a pro-
active role with respect to waterfront development 
and access, supporting activities that will link the 
waterfront to our local attractions and downtown 
businesses, thus providing a strong financial under-
pinning for both.

James Preston Allen
James Preston Allen is 

the publisher of San Pe-
dro’s only local newspaper 
Random Lengths News, 
which has been covering 
the greater harbor area for 
over 33 years. He is also the 
founding president of the 
San Pedro Arts, Culture and Entertainment dis-
trict, which sponsors the popular First Thursday 
Art Walk, that was funded with a $500,000 grant 
from the CRA/LA. He was been appointed to the 
CRA Community Advisory committee and elected 
as Vice Chair, elected to the San Pedro Chamber 
Board of Directors, and has served in several par-
ent advisory councils at both Dana Middle School 
and San Pedro High over his 39 years as resident. 
He has a daughter graduating from San Pedro 
High School’s marine science magnet and he re-
sides in the Central Neighborhood district. He is a 
graduate of Otis Art Institute, Los Angeles.

Kali Merideth
It has been an honor and 

privilege to volunteer on this 
board. As a native San Pe-
dran, I feel I bring a certain, 
unique perspective to the 
council. My experience in 
financial services along with 
my degrees in business has 
aided me in serving as your Treasurer for the past 
two years. As Chairman of the Finance Commit-
tee, in accord with its members, I have spearhead-
ed the distribution of over $40,000 to various local 
non-profit groups and other needy organizations. 
As my first term as a board member comes to an 
end, my new short term goal will be  to look for 
solutions and  bring awareness to, vacant lots and 
other eyesores along the main streets of San Pedro. 

Linda Alexander
For the past two years I 

have had the honor of serv-
ing as the President of the 
Central San Pedro Neigh-
borhood Council. Prior to 
this I served a two-year term 
as your Treasurer. I actively 
participate on Council com-
mittees and have been influential in assuring fair-
ness and transparency in our responsibilities to all 
of our Stakeholders. I maintain current certifica-
tion for the State mandated Ethics Training and 
the City’s Treasurer’s Training.

While serving as President, our board has in-
creased our involvement in the city’s processes.  
We are pro active in all matters which are of great-
est concern to our community.  Our Board has 
worked well together and we look forward to being 
an increasingly influential player in representing 
San Pedro in the City’s decision making.  

I believe I am ideally qualified to work for the 
Stakeholders and would appreciate the opportu-
nity to continue as your representative.

Michael Boke
There is a need to ad-

dress many issues that have 
been overlooked in our com-
munity and I am hoping 
that as a board member of 
the Central San Pedro NC 
I can help to offer solutions 
and focus action to these 
problems that we have faced now for generations 
but have not been able to fix:  Graffiti, the lack 
of a designated area for graffiti art, the problem 
of drugs and alcoholism, violence and violations of 
rights on law abiding citizens by criminal groups 
and police officers, lack of Los Angeles investing 
in our community, racism, elitism (Pedro collec-
tively feeling that it’s better than Wilmington or 
Harbor City).  Concentrate on growth of small 
businesses and investment and support in new lo-
cal business ventures.  Planning for an area where 
our community will be able to gather and celebrate 
life together.  We have a great and rare opportu-
nity in San Pedro to unite our whole HARBOR 
AREA.

Pat Carroll
I have served on the 

Board for nearly three years 
as Outreach Committee 
Chair, and member of the 
Finance Committee.  The 
Neighborhood Council 
newsletter, Grand Cen-
tral, has been delivered to 
all stakeholders in the district by the Post Office.  
This is one means to increase community interest 
and involvement in the council, where we work to 
improve their quality of life issues.  I believe Cen-
tral San Pedro represents the economic and cul-
tural engine of the area and devote my volunteer 
efforts to those organizations that work toward the 
goal of a vibrant downtown, such as the Grand Vi-
sion Foundation and Chamber of Commerce.

Stephanie Lynn Hall, Esq.
As a candidate for the 

CSPNC, I bring a multi-
faceted background and 
relevant experience.  I’m a 
Native Californian; born in 
Santa Monica and raised 
in Manhattan Beach, and 
now make my home in San 
Pedro, where I have also opened my law practice.  

After graduating from the University of Arizona 
with a B.A. in Philosophy, followed by a Juris 
Doctor from California Western School of Law, I 
worked for the San Diego City Attorney’s Office 
- Child Abuse and Domestic Violence Unit.  I’ve 
also held the position of Senior Consultant for a 
retired Secret Service Agent, providing services to 
high-end clients in government, the entertainment 
industry, and major corporations.  

Although I am a relative newcomer to the neigh-
borhood, I have quickly developed an affection for 
and interest in improving the area in which I live 
and work, and welcome the opportunity to contrib-
ute to the council in that effort.

Sue  Castillo
I moved to Downtown 

San Pedro in 2003, joined 
this neighborhood council 
in 2004, and have since 
served in various positions 
(Outreach Officer, Land 
Use Planning committee 
chair and Public Works 
committee chair) over the  years. Those of us 
who have been active in the neighborhood council 
movement welcome new activists, and do not look 
at being an “elected boardmember” as necessary 
to our participation - in other words, if others are 
elected to the board, we would continue to par-
ticipate and serve community interests. Please be 
aware that you can be appointed to chair a commit-
tee of interest or act as liason with another commu-
nity organizations without being a boardmember! 
I remain interested in serving my community by 
applying my experience in Public Works and pub-
lic land use issues (I worked for the City of Long 
Beach Public Works Department for 26 years) to 
this council, elected or not.

Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council Candidate Statements
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City Offers Free Mediation Service
Did you know that the city has a free mediation service to help people resolve 
disputes? Media tion is a confidential, voluntary process in which a neutral 
third party facilitates communication between people to resolve their disputes.
The mediator does not decide who is right, but helps the parties work together 
to reach a fair solution. Disputes may involve neighbors, employ ers, or mer-
chants. Mediation is quick and takes place outside of the court system. Nearly 
95 percent of disputes that go to mediation are resolved. For more information 
go to www.mediate@lacity.org, call (213) 485-8324, or email mediate@lac-
ity.org.

Free Training in Security 
Awareness and Emergency 
Preparedness June 6 and 7

The Port of Los Angeles and Port of Los Angeles Police Department are 
offering free workshops to teach residents, business owners, and people who 
work in and around the Port about port security awareness and emergency 
preparedness. Classes are being taught by former Harbor Department police 
chief Noel Cunningham. Each training class is two hours long.

Anyone can attend, but the maximum number of attendees per class is 30. 
Please sign up for the classes by calling Keith Garcia at (310) 732-3148 or 
emailing him at kgarcia@portla.org. Classes are at the Liberty Plaza Boys & 
Girls Club.  

For port security, the classes will walk partici pants through how the port 
operates, the different needs that the port has for security, what kinds of laws 
and regulations cover port security, and how to discern if something is unusual 
and find the right person to report it to. You will learn more about the “If you 
see something, say something” and iWATCH programs. 

The classes will also cover what individuals should do to prepare for emer-
gencies, such as power outages, flooding, chemical emergencies, and so on, if 
you are at home, at work, or in your car. You will learn what should go into a 
disaster kit and how to put one together.

Both day and evening classes are available. Classes are offered two times per 
day—at 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. and again at 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.—on June 6 and 
June 7.

Allyson Vought
I am pleased to announce 

my candidacy for the Cen-
tral San Pedro Neighbor-
hood Council. 

I’m a local artist that 
many of you probably know 
having visited my Studio on 
7th Street that features all of 
the Disney and Warner Brothers Animation Art. 

I was recently appointed to the Neighborhood 
Council, and I wish to continue in this position 
in doing my utmost in making a difference in the 
community we all call home. I am active on numer-
ous Committees within the Neighborhood Council 
and was recently elected as your area representa-
tive to the Harbor Area Neighborhood Councils 
(HANC). I also sit as a Board Member on the 
San Pedro Arts, Culture, and Entertainment 
Committee where I was instrumental in bringing 
the Food Trucks to our First Thursday Art Walk. 
With your vote I will continue to work hard for our 
Stakeholders and Community.

Andrew Silber
Community: Andrew 

was twice elected to the 
San Pedro Business Im-
provement District (BID) 
Board of Directors, Secre-
tary for one term. He was 
a board member of the San 
Pedro Chamber of Com-
merce for twelve years, and remains a member, 
(also past Vice President in charge of Economic 
Development). He is a board member for Angels 
Gate Cultural Center, San Pedro Arts & Cul-
tural Entertainment District (ACE) and owns a 
Restaurant on 7th Street; The Whale & Ale is 
proud to lead local businesses in both environmen-
tal preservation and philanthropic involvement. 
Andrew has served on the board of Central 
San Pedro Neighborhood Council for eight 
years, and was Vice President for two years. 
Aspirations: Andrew’s only public mission (re-
flected in the paragraph above), is to make down-
town San Pedro an attractive and vibrant place to 
live, to visit and to be proud of.

Phillip Trigas (Architect)
While serving on the 

council for the last three plus 
years, I ‘m most proud of 
the collaborations we have 
had engaging the issues 
confronting our community. 
From supporting our local 
nonprofits and Businesses; 
to our Schools and Neighborhood Watch pro-
grams; to advocating for enhanced planning and 
place making in the downtown and surrounding 
areas.   At the heart of my desire to seek another 
term, is making the neighborhood in which I live, a 
better and better place.  
Community Service:
Appointed  – City of Los Angeles Planning Com-
mission, Harbor Area, Chairperson, 2009-present
Appointed – City of Los Angeles Community Re-
development Agency Pacific Corridor Advisory 
Committee, 2008–12
Elected – Central San Pedro Neighborhood 
Council, 2008-present
Appointed – Knoll Hill Park Planning Steering 
Committee, 2008–09
Congress of Neighborhoods Planning Committee, 
2008-09

Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council Candidate Statements

Harbor Occupational Center ‘Brighten 
Your Future’ Job Fair Thursday, June 7

The Harbor Occupational Center will hold its annual Job Fair on Thurs-
day, June 7 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at 740 North Pacific Avenue, San 
Pedro 90731. Over 30 employers from the South Bay will be on hand to dis-
cuss job placement opportunities. There will be workshops to help you prepare 
your resume, hone your interview skills, and get the job you want.  The event 
is free and open to the public. Over 600 attendees are anticipated so arrive 
early be ready for interviews. The Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council 
is a proud sponsor of this event.
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Construction Started on 
Centerpiece of Downtown 
San Pedro Waterfront
$13.5 Million ‘Water Cut’ Project for 
New Harbor, Town Square and Promenade

The Los Angeles Board of Harbor Commissioners has approved a $13.5 
million construction contract to ready a prominent, downtown-adjacent section 
of the San Pedro waterfront for a new public open space and harbor area. The 
approved Downtown Harbor “water cut” will create the necessary land and 
harbor infrastructure to accommodate development of a new town square and 
promenade on the water. The location, just north of the Los Angeles Maritime 
Museum, will become a centerpiece of the ongoing revitalization of the LA 
Waterfront.

“The Downtown Harbor development will be a crown jewel of the emerg-
ing LA Waterfront,” said Port of Los Angeles Executive Director Geraldine 
Knatz, Ph.D. “This is the first major infrastructure project as a result of Har-
bor Commission approval received in 2009 and the focus is on downtown 
first.” 

The Downtown Harbor project will cut into approximately 1.2 acres of 
existing waterfront land along Harbor Boulevard between Fire Station 112 to 
the north and the L.A. Maritime Museum to the south, creating a new harbor 
inlet for vessels to dock and approximately 700 linear feet of promenade. Sur-
rounding the inlet will be a modern town square, featuring new landscaping, 
lighting and sweeping promenades. 

Demolition and construction will be undertaken by contractor Reyes Con-
struction of Pomona, California. The contract scope includes demolition of an 
existing downtown harbor parking lot, soil excavation and dredging, removal 
or relocation of existing utilities on the site, construction of a sheet pile wall 
system and extension of the Berth 85 tugboat wharf by 25 feet. A public 
art display is also planned for the site. Completion is scheduled for Summer 
2014, in time to host the Tall Ships Festival LA2014!

The Port of Los Angeles is America’s premier port and has a strong com-
mitment to developing innovative strategic and sustainable operations that 
benefit the economy as well as the quality of life for the region and the nation 
it serves. As the leading seaport in North America in terms of shipping con-
tainer volume and cargo value, the Port supports more than 830,000 regional 
jobs and $35 billion in annual wages and tax revenues. A proprietary depart-
ment of the City of Los Angeles, the Port is self-supporting and does not 
receive taxpayer dollars.

YWCA WorldTots Program
The YWCA Harbor Area & South 

Bay provides many services to chil-
dren, women, and families, one of 
which is high-quality child develop-
ment pro grams at two sites in San Pe-
dro: WorldTots LA, 100 West Fifth 
Street, and WorldTots San Pedro, 
1648 West Ninth Street.

According to Center Director Laura 
Loza, the programs are designed to 
promote physical, social, emotional, 
and intellectual development of our 
children with the support of profession-
ally trained and qualified teachers, an enhanced child curriculum, and well-
equipped facilities for children ages six weeks through five years, regardless of 
race, nationality, religion, physical abilities or gender.

The centers are open Monday 
through Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 6:00 pm, 
and provide nutritious breakfast, lunch, 
and afternoon snack.

Recognizing that children have in-
dividual differences, interests, abilities 
and skills, the programs allow children 
the freedom of movement needed to ex-
periment, question, and deal with their 
own intellectual curiosity in their own 
way at their own pace.

The program offers carefully planned 
opportunities for observing, experi-

menting, listening and questioning and developmentally appropriate learn ing 
activities that include reading, science, math, language, and problem solving 
through hands-on experiences both inside and outdoors.

The YWCA encourages children to identify with their own culture and 
to learn and respect the cultural diversity around them. They currently have 
openings. For more information, call (310) 732-7697 or (310) 241-0014.

Your Pet’s License Is Its Ticket Home
 “Licensing is a safety net for your pet. One in three pets will get lost at some 

point in their lifetime, and without proper identification, many of those pets are 
never reunited with their families. Licensing is one of the most effective ways 
to ensure that a lost pet will be safely and swiftly returned,” said Brenda Bar-
nette, General Manager of the Department of Animal Services. Go to www.
LApetlicense.com for more information.

Port of Los Angeles 
Police Headquarters 
Earns LEED Gold 
The striking new four-story, 
92,000-square-foot POLA Police 
headquarters on Fifth Street has 
earned a LEED Gold rating from 
the U.S. Green Building Council.  
The complex is defined by its natural 
lighting, energy efficiency, and, of 
course, security.
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The Neighborhood Councils of San Pedro, especially ours, should be proud 
of their support for the arts. Docs Rock at San Pedro High recently received 
funding  which enables the class to continue in the 2011-2012 school year. 

And though it may not be enough to save the program all together, it is 
enough to help San Pedro High continue to offer this amazing, award winning 
program to our students for this calendar year. 

Now in its 13th year, the program was originally a partnership with the In-
ternational Documentary Association, the Los Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict and the Department of Cultural Affairs for the City of Los Angeles. The 
idea has developed into a curriculum that meets requirements for admissions 
to the Cal State and University entrance requirements. 

The program presents professionals in the classroom as guest lectures, an 
artist-in-residence and rigorous academic analysis. The program has received 
recognition for its success both locally and nationally. 

At the end of each semester, the students in the Docs Rock program have a 
Film Festival to show their finished products.

The director and editor work closely 
to complete the final product.

Students collaborate to finish a script 
for editing.

‘Docs Rock’ at San Pedro High School

Cental San Pedro Community Funding
In the past year the Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council has committed over $28,000 in council funds directly 

for outreach projects in the community. This year’s project priorities have focused primarily on outreach to organizations 
that help the youth and underserved of our district.
May and June 2011 Projects
Event / Item Entity Amount
Summer Youth Program Funds for Staff & 50 Youth Harbor Boys and Girls Club $2,000
CSPNC Ad in GSPO Printed Program Golden State Pops Orchestra $500
Croatian Cultural Center Benches and Fixtures San Pedro Art Association $500
Musician for Cevapcici Festival 9/10/11 Angels Gate Cultural Center $1,000
Bloch Field Little League Reduced Registration Fees San Pedro Youth Sports Association $2,500
San Pedro Visitor Info Cart Uniforms and Insurance San Pedro Convention and Visitors Bureau $1,000
San Pedro Promo Material Children’s Coloring Book San Pedro Convention and Visitors Bureau $1,000
Theatre in the Schools Program Shows in San Pedro LA Harbor College Foundation $2,000
Youth Horizons Summer Camp Promo and License Fees The Relevant Stage $1,000
Food for Food Pantry Harbor Interfaith Services $1,000
Performer & Ad for “Flavors of Hungary” Festival 6/12/11 Mishi’s Strudel $500
LA Harbor Animal Shelter Portable Blood Test Equipment Pedro Pet Pals $1,000
Outreach for Job Training and Academic Program Harbor Occupational Center $1,000
Program Ad for Free Summer Performances Shakespeare By the Sea $500
FY10/11 Funds  $15,500
July 2011 through April 2012 Projects
Event / Item Entity Amount
San Pedro Holiday Parade 12/4/11 CSPNC Entry San Pedro Chamber of Commerce $500
LAPD Community Cleanup 2/12/12 Refreshments Smart and Final $150
J. Williams Stage Side Chat 5/19/12 Sponsorship Golden State Pops Orchestra $1,000
Domestic Violence Program Curriculum Supplies Rainbow Services $2,500
“Into the Wilderness” 5/12 Exhibit Sponsorship Angel’s Gate Cultural Center $1,000
“Meet the Music” Children’s Music Program Support Grand Annex $2,500
Docs Rock Student Film Festival 6/12 Support San Pedro High School $3,000
“Brighten Your Future” Job Fair 6/7/12 Sponsorship Harbor Occupational Center $500
Paint and Supplies for Three Murals Barton Hill Elementary School $1,500
FY11/12 Funds  $12,650
Total Community Improvement / Outreach Events Commitments $28,150

Mandatory 
Commercial 
Recycling 
Starts July 1

AB 341 requires mandatory com-
mercial re cycling in California be-
ginning July 1, 2012. Businesses 
or public entities that subscribe to a 
service of four cubic yards or more 
of solid waste per week must recycle. 
Multifamily dwellings of five units 
or more must also recycle. For more 
information about mandatory com-
mercial recycling, please visit http://
www.lacitysan.org/solid_resources/
recycling/AB341AB341.htm

You can access any City of Los Angeles government 
office by calling 311. When the operator answers, just 
tell them what you need or which department you’re 
trying to reach. They’ll connect you. You can call from 
land lines or cell phones and it’s free.

NUMBERS Abandoned vehicles: 800-ABANDON

TO KEEP Abandoned shopping carts: 800-252-4613

HANDY... Parking enforcement: 213-485-6909

Barton Hill Murals
The Central San Pedro Neighbor-
hood Council is pleased to support the 
colorful murals being painted to cover 
institutional gray walls surrounding 
the outside play yards at Barton Hill 
Elementary. They will be painted 
over the summer by Sharon Wheel-
er, teacher and resident school artist. 
This is a draft of one of the murals.

John Williams
GSPO paid homage to John Wil-
liams, the world’s most recognizable 
film composer, at the May 19 con-
cert. CSPNC sponsored the Stage 
Side Chat preceding the show.

Shakespeare by the Sea
Every summer at Point Fermin, 
Shakespeare by the Sea presents live 
productions free to the public. Bring a 
blanket, a picnic and enjoy the Bard’s 
words.



GRAND CENTRAL: Newsletter of the Central San Pedro Neighborhood CouncilPage 8 Spring 2012

USS Iowa Coming 
to San Pedro

Coming soon! About 
the time you receive this 
newsletter, the battleship 
USS IOWA will have been towed 
to this area after about a four-day 
trip, and is anchored offshore to per-
form final hull cleaning.

In mid-June, the ship will be relo-
cated to Berth 87 at the Port of Los 
Angeles to prepare for the July 4 
commissioning ceremony. The pub-
lic grand opening will be July 7.

An information center has opened 
at 437 West Sixth Street. It will 
serve as the administrative hub for 
the Pacific Battleship Center staff 
and volunteers, and will sell autho-
rized USS IOWA merchandise.

Summer at 
Our Library 

Free activities are popular at our 
library at Ninth Street and Gaffey.

A short list includes:
1. Summer Reading Program This 
year the program will be expanded to 
include not only children and teens, 
but adults as well. Begins in June 
and wraps in August. 
2. Teen Game Night Join other teens 
to test skills with XBox, Tuesdays 
from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
3.  Job Club Looking for work?  Im-
prove your job hunting and research 
skills during this class 12:30 p.m. on 
Tuesdays.
4. Movies Choices alternate to suit 
teens and adults; popcorn included; 
Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.  
5.  Computer Club Offers basic in-
struction, but also offers assistance 
in learning more advances research 
skills.

These are just a few of the offer-
ings; there are many more available 
which will provide fun and education 
for all ages and interests.  For more 
information, call (310) 548-7779 or 
visit www.lapl.org/branches.

Summer in San Pedro 2012 – Save for Reference
This summer will be more exciting than ever, highlighed by the early July arrival of the USS Iowa battleship and the 
opening of Crafted, the large permanent Arts & Crafts marketplace.  Many of the traditional summer activities will add 
to the options of things to do and places to go.  Here’s a sample.*
Date/Time Event Information

Most Saturdays and Sundays An eclectic range of live music in a  Check the calendar for Alva’s Showroom, 
 comfortable, intimate space with great  live music most Saturdays and Sundays. 
 sound. http://www.alvasshowroom.com

Thursday, June 7 through Shakespeare by the Sea Point Fermin Park.  Romeo & Juliet, Two
Saturday, June 30  Gentlemen of Verona alternate.  Free.  
  www.shakespearebythesea.org

Saturday, June 9, 8:00 p.m. San Pedro City Ballet Warner Grand Theatre
 2012 Spring Recital Classic, jazz, modern and hip hop

Sunday, June 10 “Accidental Icon: The Real Gidget Grand Annex.  Documentary about Kathy
4:00 and 6:30 p.m. Story” Kohner, America’s original surfer girl.

Saturday, June 16, 4:00 p.m. Docs Rock – San Pedro High School  Grand Annex
 Student Film Festival

Saturday, June 16, 8:00 p.m. Golden State Pops Orchestra Concert Warner Grand Theatre.  “Musicals from the 
  Silver Screen” with Susan Egan
  

Sunday, June 17, 5:00 p.m. The Wrecking Crew  Grand Annex. Award-winning documentary 
  about the studio musicians behind the 1960s 
  rock & roll stars like Beach Boys and Byrds.

Wednesday, June 27 Chamber of Commerce Harbor Interfaith Services, new building
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.  Networking Mixer 670 West Ninth Street, San Pedro
  $5 admission.

Friday, June 29 Cars & Stripes Forever Near the Fanfare Fountain.  Classic cars, live
5:00 to 10:00 p.m.   music, fireworks.

Friday, June 29 Grand Opening of Crafted Harbor Blvd at 22nd Street.  Vibrant
11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  collenction of handmade arts and crafts

Friday – Sunday, Joseph & the Amazing Technicolor Warner Grand Theatre.  Full stage
June 29 – July 1  Dreamcoat production. Details and times: 
  www.encoreentertainers.org

Saturday, June 30, 8:00 p.m. The Dustbowl Revival Grand Annex. High energy show mixes 
  New Orleans swing, bluegrass, jug blues.   
  Danceable.  

Wednesday, July 4, 10:30 a.m. Ringing of the Korean Bell Angels Gate Park

Wednesday, July 4 John Olguin Fireworks Show Cabrillo Beach

Wednesday, July 4 USS Iowa Recommissioning Ceremony

Saturday, July 7 USS Iowa Public Grand Opening

Thursday, July 19 Chamber of Commerce Clean San Pedro, 549 West Ninth Street,
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Networking Mixer San Pedro, $5 Admission.

July and August Summer Concerts on the Waterfront Thursday (except First Thursday) concert
Thursdays 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  series at the Fanfare Fountain. Family fun 
  hour. Free.

Friday and Saturday, Taste in San Pedro Friday, 6:00 to 10 p.m., Saturday, 12:00
August 3-4 at Ports O’Call Village noon to 9:00 p.m.  Food, live music, crafts.

Friday and Saturday,  Shakespeare by the Sea Point Fermin.  Grand finale of the season.
August 10-11

Augugust 15-19 Navy Days LA 2012 Harbor and First. A naval destroyer and 
  other vessels join our USS Iowa. 
  For schedules: www.portoflosangeles.org

September 14-16 Port of Los Angeles Lobster Festival World’s largest lobster festival. 
  For details:  www.lobsterfest.com

*Best information at time of publication. All dates and schedules subject to change.

Small Animal 
Rescue Team

The Small Animal Rescue Team 
has six Los Angeles Animal Servic-
es officers and one registered veteri-
nary technician. Their base is at the 
North Central Animal Care Center, 
3201 Lacy Street, in Los Ange-
les, but their service area covers all 
communities in the city of Los An-
geles. Contact information: (213) 
305-4095, website:  http://tinyurl.
com/82yydot. 

Crafted at the Port of Los Angeles
“Picture your average weekend craft fair: the festive atmosphere, the food, the music, the 
people, the demos and the cornucopia of colorful and creative crafts...  We’ve got all that 
and more.  Just add water (about an ocean’s worth) and stir in two Navy-built 1940s 
warehouses with wide walkable aisles, tons of natural light, and a gorgeous courtyard 
with views of the San Pedro Bay. Bake for 52 weeks a year and  serve to your delighted 
customers.”

Quote from the website of Crafted at the Port of Los Angeles, 
opening  Friday, June 29


