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You
Are
Central!
W

elcome to the premiere issue of Grand Central, the
newsletter of the Central San Pedro
Neighborhood Council. The Council is local people empowered to
represent the neighborhood’s interests in city government—everything
from repairing sidewalks to reducing
crime, constructing new buildings,
redeveloping the waterfront, fighting
air pollution, creating new parks and

much more.
The Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council is an official City
of Los Angeles government agency.
Through an elected board, the council takes action on the issues, concerns and goals of the people and
organizations in the district.
The council brings city government closer to the people, making it
easier for communities to get the in-

formation and services they need to
improve their quality of life and make
their neighborhoods more livable.
In short, the council is the voice
of the neighborhood—your voice in
your city.
The councils were created when
voters approved amendments to the
LA City Charter in 1999. The very
first councils in the entire city were
formed by Harbor Area residents in
San Pedro and Wilmington in 2001.
Today, Central is building on a long
and proud history of neighborhood
council strength here in our hometown.

Central is Here

Grassroots growing at a meeting of the Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council. President John Delgado introduces the next item on the agenda.

If you live, work, own property or
have some other connection to this
area, you are represented by Central.
In official terms, you are a “stakeholder” or constituent of the council. As a stakeholder, you can attend
meetings, propose projects, chair
committees and run for office.
continued on page 2

Story on page 3

Vinegar Hill Residents Take a Stand for Their Neighborhood
“Don’t mourn, organize.”
Residents of Vinegar Hill took
the union rallying cry to heart and
changed their neighborhood for the
better over the past year.
It all began in June 2009, when
residents attended the council’s
monthly meeting to draw attention
to a spike in crime around 10th and
Palos Verdes streets.
Board members responded with
strong appreciation and respect for
the concerned San Pedrans who
stepped forward to represent their
neighbors and give voice to these
most critical quality-of-life issues.
Less than a week later, law enforcement came together with the community in an emergency meeting to forge
solutions. Led by Gerald Thompson
of the Vinegar Hill Neighborhood
Watch, the meeting included police

Senior Lead Officers
Cook and Nua speak
with Vinegar Hill
residents at a meeting
where neighbors and
city officials worked
together to tackle the
area’s public safety
issues.

officers, deputy city attorneys, neighborhood councilmembers and approximately 50 concerned residents.
One by one, the impassioned
residents spoke up, recounted their
observations and expressed a deep
commitment to wellbeing of their
neighborhood.
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Knowing the reality of scarce
city resources spread ever thinner,
residents rose to the challenge and
agreed to be the eyes and ears of the
neighborhood.
Pens wrote furiously when the residents were told their most effective
contribution would be to report suspicious activity. They noted the phone
numbers for their LAPD senior lead
officers and the deputy city attorney
who serves as the local neighborhood
prosecutor.
More police officers were assigned
to the area. Using a vacant building
as an observation post, they increased
patrols and brought crime down. A
pay phone that attracted criminal
activity has been removed. A new

streetlight has made a trouble spot
much less inviting to crime. Graffiti
is declining.
Plus, 90 new trees were planted in
the area recently. The sidewalks are
getting a makeover, with new street
furniture and other improvements in
the budget and on the way.
However, serious and complicated
issues remain. Resolving them requires an influx of money and personnel that just does not exist in the
deficit-ridden city budget. Realistically, a radical turnaround won’t
happen next week or next month.
But the residents have come together and waged a textbook example of a grassroots community organizing drive. They have woven a web
of solidarity that entwines the police,
city departments, the neighborhood
council and other stakeholders in
a collective mission not simply to
mourn but to pro-actively organize
towards a safer neighborhood and a
dignified quality of life.
Neighborhood Council
Elections Coming June 8...
Sign Up Now to Run!
Go to
www.sanpedrocity.org
for details.
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Coming ’Round the Bend in 2010
• Façade lift for our downtown cruise terminal and other waterfront
enhancements, with opportunities for community comments
• Bandini Canyon Park opening
• Sidewalk repairs and new street furntiture (benches and waste
receptacles) for Sixth and Seventh streets between Pacific and
Central avenues
• Artist-led intiatives funded by ACE (Arts Cultural Entertainment)
District
• First annual downtown Cinco de Mayo Fesitival
• Neighborhood Council election and new board members
• Possible new management for San Pedro High School
Stay on board for these and more. Sign on for NC newsblasts at
www.sanpedrocity.org!

You are Central continued from page 1
Council Meetings

The council meets at 6:30 p.m. on
the second Tuesday of every month
at the Port of Los Angeles High
School, 250 West Fifth Street. The
purpose of the meeting is to study,
discuss and take votes on important
issues affecting the community.
From 6:00 p.m. board members
and stakeholders talk informally over
a light dinner provided by a local
restaurant. There is no cost to come
early and share a bite to eat.
Each meeting includes speakers from various city departments.
This is a valuable opportunity for
the community to ask questions and
get information directly from some
of the most powerful agencies in the
city—the ones that set policies, enact
laws, police our neighborhoods and
influence our quality of life.
The following agencies usually
give reports:
• Office of the Mayor
• Office of Council District 15
• LAPD
• Port Police
• Port of LA
Per law, time is devoted at each
meeting for public comment. Any
member of the public can come up to
the microphone and ask a question
or make a statement about a matter
under the council’s jurisdiction.
The council has a number of committees that hold meetings, do research and take committee-specific
positions outside of the monthly council meetings. The committees often

bring issues back to the full council
for debate and vote. The committee
chair will give a report and introduce
any action items that require a board
vote.

Get Informed

There are many ways to learn more
about the council. The best way is to
come to a meeting, see what happens
and ask a lot of questions. Meeting
notices and other information are
posted on the council website, www.
sanpedrocity.org and are physically
posted at seven sites in the district.
Subscribe to our email list for the
most up-to-date information using
the sign-up form on the home page.

Become a Leader

It may be that a new committee is
needed to address your issue. This
committee would need a chairperson. How about you?
There’s plenty of work to go around
and more leaders are always needed.
You don’t have to be a board member to chair a committee. Another
way to get involved is to join an existing committee, where so much of the
“heavy lifting” is done.
Committees are where issues are
studied in detail and specific actions
are proposed that can have a real, visible impact on Central San Pedro.
Last, but not least, you can run
for the governing board. Now’s the
time to start attending meetings and
serving on committees to prepare for
the next election. Hop aboard! Your
community will thank you for it.

Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council
1840 South Gaffey Street, Box 212, San Pedro, CA 90731
Telephone: 310-918-8650 / www.sandpedrocity.org

Governing Board

President – John Delgado Jr.
Vice-President – Andrew Silber
Treasurer – Linda Alexander
Secretary – Sue Castillo
Communications/Outreach Officer – Phillip Trigas
Art Almeida
Scott Gray
Bill Roberson
Frank B. Anderson
Kara McLeod
Carrie Scoville
Caroline Brady-Sinco
Julia Parker
Daryl Sebold
Patricia Carroll
Ralph (JR) Perez
Phillip Strout
Grand Central Editorial Committee
Patricia Carroll / Linda Alexander, co-editors
Carrie Scoville
Sue Castillo
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City Government Talks to
the Neighborhood Council
Following his election as L.A. city attorney, Carmen
“Nuch” Trutanich visited the Central San Pedro
Neighborhood Council to share his goals for the office.
“Public safety is the number
one priority for all of the city
council members. It is not
enough to feel safe, we have to
be safe!”
—Councilwoman
Janice Hahn
At our July meeting held at the Port, Geraldine Knatz
observed that many people enjoy the promenade on a
daily basis, and she was happy to see the CSPNC using
it for their meeting. She has a special, self-created mission to preserve of the history of the Port, and hopes to
create a significant exhibit on this.
“During these tough economic times, I hope to see
a greater collaboration between our city government
and our grassroots leaders in our community. From
our schools’ PTAs and homeowner associations to our
neighborhood councils, we need everyone to lend a helping hand. Whether it’s for beautifying San Pedro High
to let our teachers and students know that we care, or
it’s for working together on our city’s budget issues. We
need to collaborate more.”
—Ricardo Hong, Harbor Area representative,
Office of Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa

Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council
Government Agency Representatives
Ricardo Hong, Harbor Area Representative for Mayor Villaraigosa
Ana Dragin, Office of Councilwoman Janice Hahn
Officer Maligi A.“Junior” Nua, Jr.,
Los Angeles Police Department, Harbor Division
Officer Stacey Creech, Port of Los Angeles Police
Augie Bezmalinovich, Port of Los Angeles
Bianca Villanueva, Representative for Assemblymember Bonnie Lowenthal

CSPNC Committees ————––
The Executive Committee consists of the executive officers (president,
vice president, secretary, treasurer, and communications officer). They meet
monthly to determine the agenda for the stakeholder meetings. Their meetings are public meetings, and persons wishing to participate in formation of
the agenda are invited to attend. Meeting details are announced on our main
page. Visit the board’s webpage to see a list of executive committee members,
or contact them.
The Finance Committee is chaired by the treasurer, Linda Alexander.
All interested stakeholders are invited to participate. Monthly meetings are
scheduled for the second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. at the Whale and
Ale Restaurant, 327 West Seventh Street, San Pedro.
The Land Use Committee is chaired by Sue Castillo. Monthly meetings
are scheduled for the fourth Wednesday of every month at 6:30pm. Check our
homepage, which lists upcoming meeting dates, times and locations.
The Outreach Committee is chaired by Phill Trigas. Monthly meetings
are usually held on the fourth Thursday of the month. Check our homepage,
which lists upcoming meeting dates, times and locations.
The Standing Rules/Bylaws Committee is chaired by Bill Roberson.
The committee meets on an as-needed basis to address bylaws issues. Check
our homepage, which lists upcoming meeting dates, times and locations.
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Your Neighborhood Council in Action
Central San Pedro NC participates in a variety of important community organizations, each dedicated
to improving the quality of life in San
Pedro in many ways, large and small.
The council appoints representatives
to carry their voice to these organizations, such as the CRA (Community Redevelopment Agency), ACE
(Arts, Culture and Entertainment),
PCAC, HANC (Harbor Alliance
of Neighborhood Councils), and
Property Owners Business Improvement District. Each issue of “Grand
Central” will tell you more about the
specific activities that have been accomplished through our participation.
Carrie Scoville CSPNC is our
representative to the PCAC (Port
Community Advisory Committee),
which provides a public forum to discuss port-related quality of life issues.
Specifically, its purposes are to:
• Assess the impacts of port developments on the harbor area communities and recommend suitable
mitigation measures to the board for
such impacts.
• Review past, present and future
environmental documents in an open
public process and make recommendations to the board to ensure that
impacts to the communities are appropriately mitigated in accordance
with federal and California law.
• Provide a public forum and make
recommendations to the board to assist the port in taking a leadership
role in creating balanced communities in Wilmington, Harbor City,

Aesthetic
mitigation
projects funded
by the port
include
improvements
along North
Gaffey Street
and plans to
renovate Plaza
Park.
and San Pedro so that the quality of
life is maintained and enhanced by
the presence of the port.

As Carrie Sees It:

My role as a CSPNC representative is to bring the Council’s ideas
and interests forward in providing
a community voice on port projects
and policies. All PCAC motions are
brought before the NC for discussion
and approval, and should the council have a suggestion it is my role to
bring it before the PCAC. I provide
a report on each meeting to the NC
which are available on the CSPNC
website under “Latest Port News”.
Some of the key projects the PCAC
has influenced are the 2008/2009
PCAC EIR/Aesthetic Mitigation
Subcommittee administration of over
$10 million in aesthetic mitigation
projects for San Pedro and Wilmington. A portion of those funds are going towards restoration of the Angel’s
Gate lighthouse on the breakwater.
A prior round of $10 million in San
Pedro beautification projects resulted
in the new park along North Gaffey
Street opposite Target, and designs

for Plaza Park improvements.
The PCAC Air Quality Subcommittee administers a Port Air Quality
Mitigation Incentive Program which
has $20 million for research and
development of air quality mitigation technologies and diesel retrofits.
Some examples of funded projects
are development of an operational
hybrid tug boat, and truck retrofitting
for cleaner air in the harbor area.
The PCAC has also passed over
100 motions on policies and projects
to the harbor commission, with over
65 percent being adopted. These
motions range from land use and
planning, air quality, legislation, aesthetics, and community input on every environmental impact report.
The PCAC has six subcommittees
which discuss port issues in detail,
such as the San Pedro and Wilmington waterfront plans, with port staff
in attendance to provide immediate
feedback.
Like the NCs and the Harbor
Commission, the PCAC is covered
by Brown Act regulations ensuring
a fully open public process and have

Clean-air projects include air
quality monitors
at local schools
and new hybrid
tugs working in
local waters.

Count and Get Counted: The US Census Needs Your Help
Once a decade the federal government counts all of
the residents in each U.S. city and rural district. This
survey count determines an area’s eligibility for $400 billion annually in Federal funding
for things like roads, parks, housing, schools and public safety. In
addition, every decade electoral
districts are redrawn based on
population density derived from
this data.
People who live in big cities,
low-income people, people of
color, children, immigrants, and
people with disabilities are the
most likely to be undercounted.
The result is these populations
do not receive the funding or the representation they deserve. The 2000 Census missed or “undercounted” ap-

prox. 76,800 Angelenos resulting in the loss of $206 million in State and Federal funds over the last 10 years for
the City of Los Angeles.
When you receive the Census form in the mail, or when a
Census taker comes to your door,
please participate. It will only
help you and your community.
Paid positions ($17 per hour)
are available through the U.S.
Census Bureau at the Long
Beach office on Golden Shore
(562) 366-8050, and the Torrance office on Apollo Street in
El Segundo (310) 616-4270, or
call 1-866-861-2010. You can
learn more about the Mayor’s Census outreach program,
LA Counts, at www.LACounts2010.org.

time on every agenda for public comment. Your participation in this process is welcomed.
The PCAC is composed of 32
voting members from throughout the
Harbor area. An intensive internal
evaluation has recently taken place
and the PCAC is currently proposing bylaws revisions to allow for
more flexibility in obtaining a quorum, and a permanent spot on the
Harbor Commission agenda. These
proposals would create a more effective PCAC that would better represent the harbor community. The
recommendations will go before the
PCAC in March and then to the
Harbor Commission for approval.
PCAC meetings are held the third
Tuesday of the month from 5:30 to
8:00 p.m. at Banning’s Landing in
Wilmington. There is also a page on
the port’s website for the PCAC:
http://www.portoflosangeles.org/
community/pcac.asp or call (310)
732-3444.

Arcade Building
Celebrates
85th Birthday
Our beautiful architectural gem,
the Arcade Building at 476 West
Sixth Street, recently celebrated its
85th birthday. It began as a dream
of Alessandro “Aleck” Carresi who
wanted to create a building evocative
of the Galleria Umberto in his native
Naples.
Its wonderful glass ceiling allows
light to bath the interior courtyard.
As business began to decline in the
‘60s, so did the fortunes of the building.
Happily, the building caught the
eye of local Gary Larson who was
willing and able to jump in to purchase and restore the building to its
original splendor in 1983.
The building has been very popular and generally has a waiting list for
tenants. If you have not visited this
treasure, check it out! Perhaps there
is a space avaiable just right for you.
You can hope he an office available
for you to lease!
For more information on the history of this unique building go to www.
sanpedrotoday.com for the article on
the building in the December 2009
issue of San Pedro Today.
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Your Central San Pedro NC Governing Board
A Message
from the
President
John Delgado
Elected 2007
President of the Council
“You are central, you are why the neighborhood
council exists. We strive to learn what’s important
to you and assist in changing and improving your
community. The process for change, especially in
light of our current economic situation, is difficult.
Let us be on your team and work with and for
you. Your council is active in monitoring major
projects in our neighborhood such as: waterfront
improvements, new light poles in downtown,
repair and improvement of streets and curbs, Knoll
Hill, and port activities. We need to hear from you
to know if we are representing your point or view.
The process to achieve change is challenging, we
need to come together to make them happen. Join
us, call us, visit our website, run for a seat on
thea board, join a committee, attend committee
and board meetings. All meetings are open to the
public. We welcome your participation.”

Linda Alexander
Elected 2008
Professional and volunteer
work for downtown nonprofits,
CSPNC treasurer, ACE district
representative
“I became more involved after working downtown as a
development manager for a local nonprofit observing the
challenges of the downtown revitalization efforts. I kept
up on the issues by attending meetings at the chamber,
Pacific Avenue Corridor Community Advisory Committee, Downtown Property Owners Business District,
and Arts Cultural Entertainment board. I found I could
help by bringing that information to the wider community by becoming a board member.”

Frank Anderson

Caroline
Brady-Sinco

Elected 2008
Resident of the 500 block of
North Meyler Street

Elected 2009
Harbor Interfaith Services
development director

“I am a lifetime San Pedro resident and retired teacher.
Issues that are of primary importance to me as a council member are education, recreation, and port/downtown development. Our local schools are good schools
that continue to improve in spite of serious overcrowding and defunding. The community must support them
as much as possible. Our recreational facilities are
overtaxed and poorly funded. Historically, San Pedro
had many free recreational venues, but most are gone or
are closed to everyone but fee payers. The port has been
really good at transporting goods. However, it has done
precious little to connect with downtown or to control
rampant pollution caused by its operations.”

Kara McLeod
Elected 2006
Homeowner, Vinegar Hill
“I started attending Central’s meetings after my husband, John, and I bought our house here in San Pedro.
We were interested in what was happening with the waterfront and downtown development. One of my major
concerns is preserving the ‘San Pedroness’ of the older
part of town while we expand and grow by respecting
the historic fabric of the town. I think most people agree
that the destruction of old Beacon Street was a serious
mistake and we need to not make that error again. I
think the neighborhood council is important because, for
too long, San Pedro has been, at best, an afterthought
for Los Angeles and, at worst, a place to ship the city’s
problems. We need to make ourselves heard if we want
to revitalize and save our town.”

Julia Parker
Daryl Seybold
Elected 2007
Member of Healthcare for All
“I wanted to be a part of something and contribute
my time and experience of over 20 years as a systems
analyst.”

Photo
not
available

Sue Castillo

Elected 2004
Property owner and resident of
downtown San Pedro since 2003,
serving as secretary, chair of the
Land Use Planning Committee,
and representative to the CRA

“The City of Los Angeles is struggling to provide basic
services, and helpful oversight from downtown has
always been difficult to come by. Now more than ever,
concerned citizens with a little bit of time and energy
to spare can make a difference in their community. As
a resident of downtown San Pedro who has spent 20plus years working in a city public works department
guiding new development, I feel that my knowledge
can contribute to making downtown San Pedro a better
place. I am a hard-working advocate for great streets,
great urban parks, and a bicycle-friendly city. I chair
Central’s Land Use Planning Committee. Please
contact me with your concerns in these areas.”

Elected 2009
Front office manager,
HANC representative
“I have been involved in the community of San Pedro
for approximately 12 years. As one of the founding
members of the Northwest San Pedro Neighborhood
Council, I have served on numerous committees such
as outreach, bylaws, planning and land use, as well as
serving as co-chair of the issues committee for the last
two years. The reason I want to be involved in this NC
is because I want to see San Pedro grow and flourish as well as become the true waterfront town that it
should be. I want to have a voice on issues that create
and change this town so that it will become a true ‘Port
Town’.”

Carrie Scoville
Elected 2006
Resident of Black Hill and Port
Community Advisory Committee
representative
“I’m a firm believer in participatory democracy and
neighborhood councils are the primary level of this
system. I also have a deep concern for my community
and wish to see it well represented. Having an effective
neighborhood council is critical in order to achieve that
representation.

“I came to San Pedro in 1989 as a newspaper reporter
for the News-Pilot, where I worked for 10 years,
covering everything from schools to the port to crime to
courts. Through that job, I got to know and love this
community. I worked for Councilwoman Janice Hahn
for three years, which gave me a wonderful opportunity
to serve the community. I have worked in the nonprofit sector with Habitat for Humanity and now with
Harbor Interfaith Services, which provides services
to approximately 14,000 homeless and working poor
families each year. On the council, I hope to represent
the community’s nonprofits and the constituents they
serve. These agencies play an important role in our
community.”

Bill Roberson
Elected 2007
Resident, Harbor Tower
“I serve because of my continuing interest in the beautification and livability of my hometown. Especially interested in affordable, good quality housing for as many
as possible. I also believe in amplifying the community
voice—speaking the truth to the ‘powers that be’.”

Pat Carroll
Elected 2009
Community volunteer
“I became active in Central San Pedro as a volunteer
for Habitat for Humanity during the 2007 Jimmy
Carter Work Project, working with various community
organizations and businesses. Realizing that there
were many volunteer opportunities right here in town,
I became active with the chamber of commerce and
the Grand Vision Foundation. As a stakeholder in two
neighborhood councils, I attended both Central and
Northwest meetings, and joined the Finance Committee of the Central SPNC. I believe that San Pedro can
become a more vibrant community and yet maintain its
unique character, and I work toward that goal.”

Scott F. Gray,
Ed.D.
Elected 2009
Maritime Research Center
and Nautical Shop
“San Pedro has always been an important part of my
personal and professional life. When the need arose
to move our business, there was no question that San
Pedro was our first choice. Central San Pedro has the
potential to become a premier area for business, especially tourism. At the same time, we need to remember,
protect, and preserve the essence of this town: the
interests of San Pedro People. We have a unique opportunity through the Neighborhood Council to ensure that
diverse points of view are heard and that those in power
actually listen as the area grows and changes. I want to
be a strong voice.”
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Art Almeida
Elected 2008
Born and raised in San Pedro,
former official, ILWU Local 13
and San Pedro Historical Society
“I was born in San Pedro in 1928, in the house that
my father built in 1921-22 in the Black Hill area. As
a kid, it was known as Christmas Hill and/or Park
Avenue. My four sisters and one brother where born on
Terminal Island. I shall live out my last years here in
San Pedro. Last stop, Green Hills.”

Phil Strout
Elected 2009
“More and more the Central San Pedro Neighborhood
is gaining a well-earned reputation as ‘a place where
things are really happening!’ In the arts and culture,
as well as with civic and social events, the area is alive
with activity. In my 25-year fundraising career, I have
gained experience in many of the development issues
facing the district and I am honored with the opportunity to be of service to the community.”

Andrew Silber
Elected 2006
Owner of Whale & Ale
Restaurant, serving as vice president of the council, representative
to CRA
“I love our town, and always want to do much to
improve it. San Pedro is such a unique place in Los
Angeles, for so many reasons. That is why I am active
in the Chamber of Commerce, Angels Gate Cultural
Center, and our own new organization—the Arts and
Cultural Entertainment District. I own and operate a
restaurant in Central San Pedro and my wife works at
our beautiful Post Office on Beacon Street. Both our
children attended schools in San Pedro and we live
near Ninth and Western.”

Ralph ‘JR’
Perez, Jr.
Elected 2009
7th Street Chophouse,
Perez Logistics
“As a business owner and member of the community, it
is important to me that San Pedro continue to grow in a
positive direction. Not willing to just wish it, I currently
serve on the board of the SP Chamber of Commerce
and am actively promoting a major celebration of Cinco
de Mayo downtown.

Phillip Trigas,
AIA

Elected 2008
Resident of Centre Street Lofts,
Serves as Communications and
Outreach Chair, representative to
CRA
“As a council member I want to assist our downtown
to fulfill its promise of transformation. Each day as
I step outside of my downtown loft, I can’t help but
be catapulted into a future vision, where there is a
streetscape bustling with people and a commercial district that has fully regained its role as a vital central hub
for all of San Pedro. In addition to the Council, I am a
member of the Harbor Planning Commission.”

You Are Here! A Map of the Area Served by
the Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council
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The art deco façade of San Pedro
High School’s auditorium. Principal Jeannette Stevens is tasked
with improving students’ academic
performance. Stevens has reached
out to the community as she
begins the process of rebuilding the
school’s reputation.

Is San Pedro High School Up for Grabs? No!

Principal Jeanette Stevens:
‘We Can Save It Ourselves.’
Scenes from San Pedro’s own Dia de Los Muertos festival held on Sixth Street
last October 31. A crowd turned out for the music, food, and entertainment.

Dia De Los Muertos
Celebrated in San Pedro
The holiday focuses on gatherings of family and friends to pray for and remember friends and family members who have died. Traditions include building private altars honoring the deceased, using sugar skulls, marigolds, and the
favorite foods and beverages of the departed, and visiting graves with these as
gifts.
On October 31, Sixth Street in San Pedro was turned into a festival zone
with mariachis, Aztec dancers, and Mexican food, and even a graveyard to
symbolize the resting place of our loved ones. Continuing the traditional celebration were children’s activities which included calaveras de azúcar (small
sugar skulls) to be painted and face painting in the style of skulls.
The first Dia Celebration was created by Marta Valladolid with business
owners Nancy Scott, Z’Fabrique. and Carla Ortega, Our Creations, to encourage visitors to come downtown and to fill a void in the community which
has had no significant Hispanic events.
Because of the public interest, for the third annual event, Marta Valladolid,
owner of Bringelson Jewelers, co-chair, wanted to expand the event by closing the entire street. Financial support from the neighborhood council helped
make this possible. Ten thousand flyers with skull outlines were distributed to
the local schools of all levels, including Harbor Adult and Angels Gate.
History and art teachers utilized the opportunity to discuss this significant
cultural holiday. The completed student work as well as very creative altars
were displayed on store windows and in galleries throughout the downtown
area. Over 2,500 people, predominately in family groups, attended the event
and celebrated into the evening.
This event is special to Marta because it gives her the opportunity to share
her passion for this Mexican holiday not only with other Hispanics in the community, but with the broader community as well.
Marta is quick to mention that this could not happen without the energetic
and committed support of the Findings Art Center Director, Annette Ciketic,
Marta’s co-chair. Their committee included business owners on Sixth Street
as well as Central San Pedro Neighborhood Council board members Frank
Anderson, Phillip Strout, and Linda Alexander.

Last September San Pedro High
was chosen as one of the 12 “focus
schools” by the Los Angeles Unified School District for the No Child
Left Behind Act, Public School
Choice Plan.
This allows a LAUSD school
and/or an outside organization (e.g.
a charter or nonprofit), to submit a
plan to run our public school, utilizing our public funds.
In addition, 24 newly-built schools
are also up for grabs, open to outside organization plans. San Pedro
High was chosen because it has low
test scores, low proficiency in English and math, no improvement in the
past three years, and a dropout rate
of over 10 percent.
San Pedro High needs to not only
pick up, but maintain significantly
higher test scores in order to succeed.
And with the opening of the new
Angel’s Gate High School, the current San Pedro High magnet school
students—with higher test scores—
will soon be leaving.
For the last six months, input has
been received on a plan for San Pedro High. Many community forums
have been held, and Principal Jeanette Stevens has attended our stakeholder meetings to answer questions
and receive feedback.
A total of three organizations had
submitted letters of intent to write a
plan, but in the end only one came
through with a full proposal. That

proposal is by a coalition of the San
Pedro High administration, faculty,
students and parents. It is based on
the concept of small learning communities determined by class location and academic subject.
The proposal was open for public
review on January 28, with an election in early February. Any San Pedro community member, including
parents of students at any San Pedro
school, was eligible to vote in support
of this plan. (The idea was to have
several plans to choose from). Strong
support for the plan was expressed by
the community. The LAUSD board
approved the proposal last month.
Volunteers Needed for
Afterschool Programs
Right now, San Pedro High is actively seeking volunteer support for
a new program of afterschool activities to be conducted on campus from
3:00 to 6:00 p.m.
San Pedro High’s curriculum is
mandated to be directed toward specific academic subject areas, but that
leaves out the more general educational needs of the students.
This program is intended to
help fulfill those needs and has the
full support of the school and the
LAUSD. Now is the time to show
your support for your school. Should
you have an interest in helping with
afterschool activities, please call Diana Chapman at (310) 548-6731 or
email hartchap@cox.net.

www.sanpedrocity.org
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What is the Neighborhood Council?
Kalie Quinones,
Michael Irish, and
Melanie Jones as
the eccentric Bliss
Family in “Hay
Fever” at the
Little Fish Theatre
in San Pedro.

Do You Wonder How Neighborhood
Council Funding is Used?

Neighborhood Councils are locally-elected advisory bodies to the City
of Los Angeles. They were formed
for the purpose of making city government more responsive to its citizens, and to encourage the cohesiveness of neighborhoods.
These advisory councils were first
proposed by city council member Joel
Wachs in 1996 and were incorporated in the charter reform of 1999.
Neighborhood councils are official
governmental bodies and must abide

by the Brown Act (California’s open
meetings law), which strictly governs
the meetings of public deliberative
assemblies.
More than 90 neighborhood councils have been certified in the City of
Los Angeles. The South or Harbor
Area of the city was at the forefront
of this movement, representing four
of the first six councils certified. Central San Pedro NC was certified on
February 12, 2002, representing approximately 32,000 residents.

The Los Angeles Neighborhood Councils were established and funding
began in January 2003. The following figures demonstrate how the Central
San Pedro Neighborhood Council utilized these funds to improve the quality
of life in our neighborhood. Figures are from January, 2003 through June 30,
2009. Photos show some of the funds in action in the community.
Youth and Educational Activities
Honoring Local Heroes
Cultural/Ethnic Diversity and Tolerance
Civic Awareness
Local Labor and Business Operational Support
Social Support Programs
Infrastructure Support/Preservation
Arts, Culture and Entertainment
Council Administration and Election Expenses

$ 34,100
$ 17,194
$ 22,900
$ 12,509
$ 47,238
$ 8,000
$ 62,810
$ 66,499
$ 53,000

2003-2009 CSPNC City Funding (seven years)

$325,000

The City of Los Angeles is in dire financial straits and neighborhood council
funds are in jeopardy of being swept up. It is unknown at this time what funding will be available in the future for the NC to invest in local programs. (The
full version of this article with funding details can be found on the CSPNC
website.)
WOW!—Co-sponsored by the CSPNC, 2009’s Warner on Wednesdays provided good family entertainment at the historic Warner Grand Theater.

The port’s representative told the CSPNC
meeting crowd to look for more frequent
displays like this one at the Fanfare Fountain.

Items Great and Small on
March 9 CSPNC Agenda
At the March 9 board and stakeholder meeting, the subjects discussed were varied.
Port of Los Angeles community
representative Augie Bezmalinovich
reported on several issues that came
up in earlier meetings, such as increasing the frequency of action by
the Fanfare Fountain. You’ll notice
that the dancing waters dance more
often.
A team from POLA presented
information on the proposed changes
by CalTrans to local freeway access
ramps at I-110/SR 47 connection
improvements, improvement of the
perimeter of the China Shipping
Terminal, adding sidewalks, curb
and gutter, bicycle path and landscaping.
Community members had expressed concern about the removal
of mature trees from Knoll Hill.

POLA reported that they had been
removed in the interest of public safety. Recent rains had exposed roots,
and there was concern that the trees
would fall on the power lines and the
street below.
All these issues have impact on the
quality of life in our community, and
have been brought to the attention of
the CSPNC. The NC can influence
some outcomes, and at least be sure
the community is informed of local
projects of importance.
These days, the city budget is on
everyone’s mind. The NC received
a concise update on the impact the
city budget crisis might have on
Neighborhood Councils by Doug
Epperhart, Coastal San Pedro NC.
Stakeholders are encouraged to
bring their issues to the NC for consideration. Public comment is always
encouraged.

You can access any City of Los Angeles government office by calling
311. When the operator answers, just tell them what you need or
which department you’re trying to reach. They’ll connect you. You
can call from land lines or cell phones and it’s free.
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PREPAREDNESS POINTERS —————

The Family ‘Under-the-Bed’ Box
By Lonna Calhoun, COPE Preparedness
The horrific and heartbreaking
One way to ease children’s anxiety is to take them shopping for a
Haiti disaster can provide lessons of
hope for our community—only if we
disaster kit.Let them pick out some
of the supplies and talk about your
act now while we have the opportufamily plan at the same time. An
nity. By definition “disaster” means
Under-the-Bed Box is a good start.
“resources are overwhelmed”.
We rely on our first responders to We spend a large portion of our time
protect us but they are the first to rein bed and, if an earthquake strikes
mind us that the scope of some di- at night, an Under-the-Bed-Box can
save lives.
sasters will be beyond their response
Each family member should keep the
capacity. We must be proactive and
following supplies under their beds:
be prepared to survive independently
• Sturdy shoes
for at least 72 hours.
• Water
Disasters are a fact of life, and our
harbor area is vulnerable to a wide
• Shake flashlight
• Lightsticks
range of disasters (see Harbor Area
• Whistle
Hazard Analysis at www.COPE• 3,600-calorie food bar
Preparedness.org). Yet, we should
Additional items for parents to have
feel hopeful and grateful because we
have the opportunity to prepare now.
in their box are:
• Survival hatchet
An opportunity that was lost to many
Haitians.
• Hardhat
• Gloves
Preparation is not overly difficult
and in fact it can be fun! Family
• Crank radio
• First aid kit
preparation starts with one step at a
A link to discounted emergency
time. Often, children suffer emotionsupplies can be found on the COPE
al trauma as disaster images flood
their minds. It’s important to reas- website. Take action NOW, and
sleep easy tonight!
sure them that they are safe.

Thank You, Clean San Pedro!

Clean San Pedro is a grassroots organization that was formed to improve the environment and quality of life in San Pedro. The organization began with a group
of lifelong San Pedro residents, headed by Steve Kleinjan, tired of the declining
conditions of the downtown area getting together and cleaning Pacific Avenue on
weekends. It was then realized that with concerted effort and consistent follow up
cleaning, San Pedro could be transformed to the beautiful city it deserves to be.

The city’s Community Development Department worked to help those affected
by the recent flooding along Fifth Street. (Photo by Daily Breeze)

Community Development
Department Opens Regional
Office in San Pedro
The local office of the Community Development
Department oversees the operation of a number of
contracted city partners in the Harbor area. Their role
is to coordinate the partners’ activities, help them communicate with each other, and inform the community
of the availability of the services. Some of the partners in San Pedro are:
Harbor WorkSource Center, 1851 North Gaffey Street, Suite F;
(310) 732-5714). Services to job seekers include job search, job readiness
and training. Services to business include assistance and planning, employment and recruitment.
Harbor OneSource Center, 921 North Gaffey Street, Suite J; (310)
519-0801. (Will soon move to the campus of Los Angeles Harbor College).
Services to youth 14 to 21, residents of the City of Los Angeles and income
eligible are provided career and educational services and social/recreational
activities. Other services offered include employment/work readiness, career
exploration, skills training, computer training, counseling, and alternative high
school programs.
FamilySource Center, Toberman Neighborhood Center, 131 North
Grand Avenue; (310) 832-1145). Low income parents and their children
age 16 and under are offered an array of personalized social, educational,
recreational and community services.
Prevention Services for At Risk Youth, 309 West Opp Street, Wilmington. Operated by Harbor Gang Alternative Program. www.gangfree.com.
Services are specifically targeted for at risk youth and include gang prevention sessions for elementary school students, parent project training, graffiti
removal and bulky item clean up.
Day Laborer Program, 1385 North Figueroa Place (east edge of Ken
Malloy Regional Park), Harbor City. (213) 252-2952. The site is maintained
so workers and employers can come together to exhange labor for wages.
A recent example is the pro-active response taken by Councilmember Hahn
and her staff, along with the Community Development Department, to help
the victims of the flooding in San Pedro. The CDD is working with the council office and partner agencies to ensure that those affected know about the
resources available to help them recover.

Harbor Alliance of Neighborhood Councils
The HANC was formed April 2009 with the intention of bringing
together local NCs to discuss and advocate on issues of common interest. With a mission of “One Harbor, One Voice”, the purpose of the
HANC is to provide a forum for communication, networking, and support among the Harbor Area neighborhood councils; promote informed
participation in the political process through educational forums and opportunities for dialogue with government officials and departments; and
take collective action on common issues.
All NCs within the 15th council district were invited to participate and
designate a voting member. Central’s representative is Julia Parker, with
Carrie Scoville as alternate. Among the topics the HANC has taken up
this year have been a variety of city ordinances, city agency MOUs, and
the Metro Subdivision Transit Corridor.
All agreed upon motions are sent to the NCs for ratification. The
HANC meets the first Wednesday of the month, 6:30 p.m. at the Kaiser
Permanente Conference Center, 25965 South Normandie in Harbor
City, or call (310) 833-2980. All meetings are open to the public.

